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Children at Home 


Sweet Peas for Mother 
By Helen C. Shoemake 


ANE ‘stood in front of the florist 

shop looking at the gay potted 
plants in the window. Tomorrow was 
Mother’s birthday. What fun it would 
be to give her a little plant! Of course 
it would have to be a little one because 
Jane had only ten cents to spend. She 
was sure all. the plants must be more 
than that. 

She moved ahead to the door of the 
shop. Maybe there were some tiny 
plants inside. Slowly she opened the 
door and walked in. 

A smiling woman came up to Jane 
and said, “What can I do for you?” 

“Do you have a very tiny plant in a 
pretty pot for my mother?” 

“Why, yes,” said the woman. She 
went to the back of the store and came 
back with a very small vase with a 
few bright violets blooming in it. Jane’s 
heart jumped with joy. Mother would 
love that! 

“How much is it?” asked Jane. 

“Twenty-five cents,” the woman re- 
plied. Jane opened her tiny purse: 

“Dd .you have any ten-cent plants?” 
she asked. The woman slowly shook 
her head. 

“Oh, I know what you can do,” she 
said, smiling. ‘She pointed to a shelf 
nearby. “Why don’t you buy Mother 
a package of those seeds and plant 
them in her garden? Your mother 
would like to watch them grow and 
know you did all that for her.” 

“Are the seeds ten cents?” asked Jane. 
The woman nodded her head. 

“What flowers would you like?” She 
held up three packages. The sweet- 
pea flowers looked so smiling and gay, 
Jane chose that package. 

“Thank you,” she called as she left 
the store. 

Jane found some pink paper when 
she got home and wrapped the seeds 
in it and wrote a little card that said, 
“These seeds come to say, Happy Birth- 
day from Jane.” Next morning she put 
it at Mother’s place at the breakfast 
table. 

“What a happy gift!” cried Mother 
when she opened the package. After 
breakfast let’s fix a little place in the 
garden to plant the seeds.” 

They found a place near the fence. 
Mother dug up the ground, and Jane 
raked it smooth. 

Jane laid the little seeds in the soft 
earth, and before they covered them 
with a little dirt, she and Mother knelt 
down and said: 

Little dark seed, shiny and round, 
I put you down in the dark ground. 
Little dark seed without any power, 

will change you into a flower. 

“God really will change it into a 
flower, won’t He Mother,” said Jane 
as she stood up. 

The rains watered the seeds, the sun 
helped, soon vines were climbing on 
the fence. 
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After many weeks a few flowers came, 
then more. In May the vines were 
full of beautiful sweet-pea flowers. 

One night Jane was listening to the 
radio when a voice said, “Next Sun- 
day is Mother’s Day.” 

Jane jumped with joy, “Ill give 
Mother a beautiful bouquet of sweet 
peas,” she said to herself. 

So on Mother’s Day she picked a 
large bouquet of sweet peas. This time 
she wrote another card. It said, 

“Happy Mother’s Day to Mother from 
Jane. God really did help, Mother.” 
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A Volume of 
“Notes on Open Letters” 


IXTY-FIVE “Notes on Open Letters,” 

by Philip E. Howard, Jr., were pub- 
lished in a book entitled “Answers for 
Inquiring Christians,” by the Fleming 
H. Revell Company in 1954. The price 
was $2. The edition is nearly ex- 
hausted, but THe Sunpay ScHoo. TIMES 
now has a limited number of copies for 
sale at $1.50 each. 

The letters and answers were classi- 
fied in seven parts under the following 
headings: The Christian Life; Every- 
day Life; Prayer; Money and Giving; 
Sunday School and Church; Bible Pas- 
sages and Doctrines: Old Testament; 
Bible Passages and Doctrines: New Tes- 
tament. There is also an alphabetical 
subject index. 

Readers who would like to obtain 
copies of this book, for themselves or 
to use as gifts, may order them at 
$1.50 a copy from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5. 





Notes on™ 
>Open letters 





Can a Saved Person Live 
Without Sin? 


In our Sunday school lesson for 
January 29 about Christ healing the 
impotent man at the pool of Bethesda, 
He said to him when He saw him later 
in the Temple, “Sin no more, lest a 
worse thing come unto thee” (John 
5:14). 

Does this mean that a saved person 
can live without sin? Some folks 
claim that they cannot sin because 
they have been sanctified. But I have 
believed that no man can live a per- 
fect life—that is, without sin—as long 
as he is in the flesh. Paul said he 
had not attained perfection, but 
pressed toward the mark.—A Mary- 
land reader. 

The New Testament teaching for the 
Christian concerning sin is counterac- 
tion, not eradication. God has made 
provision through the Holy Spirit, who 
takes up His abode in the heart of 
every believer when he accepts Christ 

(Continued on page 379) 
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One of the “little foxes” that spoil the vines for the 
Christian is discontent. An alert ear can hear snatches 
of conversation in restaurants, busses, trains, trolleys, on 
the street, and even in the church pew that indicate dis- 
content. Secretaries complain of their bosses and bosses 
of their secretaries; tenants are dissatisfied with their land- 
lords, and owners of houses with the occupants; church 
members are so occupied with their minister’s foibles that 
they forget his faithfulness and miss the good points of his 
sermons; commuters grumble about the transportation serv- 
ice; and almost everyone is dissatisfied with the weather. 
What a mercy its control is not put in the hands of men! 
Criticism, at the right time and in the right spirit, has its 
place; but there is something wrong when it becomés a 
habit. It is clear in Scripture that a complaining spirit 
is displeasing to God; it injures the soul of those who indulge 
in it; and it mars our communion with God. It is un- 
doubtedly at the root of much nervousness, irritability,.and 
indecision. It is a subtle thing, like termites in the beams 
under a house. We forget that we are commanded not 
to give way to it: “Do all things without murmurings 
and disputings” (Phil. 2:14). One of Paul’s sources of 
strength was the state of mind of which he could honestly 
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say, “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith 
to be content” (Phil. 4:11). Think of the conditions he 
faced: damp, dark prisons, Jewish councils, long walks on 


_ dusty roads, working on tough goat skins to make tents, 


dictating spiritual letters under difficult circumstances, read- 
ing, eating, and trying to sleep in small, crowded, dirty 
sailing vessels pitching and rolling in the Aegean Sea! In 
his recent autobiography, the Rev. Ferdinand Drebert, Mo- 
ravian missionary for forty-two years to the Eskimos of 
Northwestern “Alaska, tells how stoically the people have 
learned to accept hardship. He tells of one occasion when 
he helped the men catch forty-two belugas (small whales). 
“That winter was a time of feasting for our people,” he 
says. “It is remarkable how much they could and did eat 
while they had it. On the other hand, when they have had 
a lean season, it is remarkable how they can get along on 
starvation rations. It is their philosophy of life to accept 
things as they come their way” (From “Alaska Missionary,” 
Moravian Bookshop, Bethlehem, Pa.). 

He said, «Twill Cagl the breaking sorrow 

Then “aid the o--y™ — him cease. 
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A Do-It-Yourself Bible Study Course 


By John A. Witmer, Th.D. 


Assistant Professor of Systematic Theology, 





Dallas Theolog 


7 





4 May 6, 1961 (Lesson for May 21) 


big business. 

What began as a fad mush- 
roomed into a national rage in the years 
after World War II. Now it is estab- 
lished as a permanent part of the 
American economic scene. Hundreds 
of companies do billions of dollars 
worth of business annually and employ 
thousands of workers to supply the 
tools, equipment, and kits required. 
Home repairs, furniture, appliances, 
toys, sporting equipment—everything 
has become “do-it-yourself.” 

You might say, “It seems time for 
Someone to develop a ‘do-it-yourself’ 
Bible study course.” Someone has. Not 
only so, but he stole the march on 
American business by at least fifteen 
years. Dr. Harlin J. Roper, pastor of 
Scofield Memorial Church in Dallas, 
Texas, developed the “Through the 
Bible Study” course and introduced it 


“ID O-IT-YOURSELF” has become 





into the Sunday school of his church in 
January, 1930. Since then well over 
four million copies of “Through the 
Bible Study” booklets have been dis- 
tributed around the world. 

Necessity was also the mother of in- 
vention for the “do-it-yourself” Bible 
study course. It began when Harlin 
Roper accepted a position on the office 
staff of a nationally known evangeli- 
cal church. He noticed that the peo- 
ple were not carrying their Bibles. They 
carried their Sunday school quarterlies, 
but not many thought to carry or to 
use their Bibles. In addition, with few 
exceptions, the people were not familiar 
with the Bible. Harlin Roper was 
grieved. He asked God to give him a 
plan to get the people to use their 
Bibles. 

God answered his prayer when he 
secured permission to organize a class 
to take the Scofield Bible Correspond- 


ence Course. The leaders were pessi- 
mistic. But within a short time more 
than 100 enrolled. As a result, a Sco- 
field Correspondence Department was 
organized in the Sunday school, which 
at a later time had more than 300 stu- 
dents enrolled. The people learned to 
carry and to use their Bibles. 

Scofield Church was using direct 
Bible study in their Sunday school 
when Harlin Roper became pastor in 
1927. But they had no study of the 
entire Bible. Classes and departments 
studied here and there, as the leaders 
were led. The board of elders and the 
congregation approved as an experi- 
ment the starting of a chapter-by-chap- 
ter study that would complete the 
entire Bible in six years. Thus “Through 
the Bible Study” was born. 

The philosophy behind “Through the 
Bible Study” is simple, yet profound. 

(Continued on page 373) 
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@ The Evangelical Foreign Missions Associa- 
tion (EFMA) has announced that the reception of 
two more missionary agencies into membership 
brings the total of missionaries serving under its 
member boards to an all-time high of 5,586. 
The two new members are the Latin American 
Mission (145 missionaries) and the Pilgrim Holi- 
ness Church Foreign Department (118 mission- 
aries). 

@ Eight Methodist pastors, all Africans, were 
killed by either Portuguese civilians or military 
forces after hurried trials during the first month 
of the Angola (a Portuguese colony) rebellion, 
reports the Methodist Division of World Missions. 
It said that at least half of the denomination’s 


150 African pastors have been reported in prison, 


killed, or fleeing with their families. In addition 
many Methodist churches and schools have been 
completely destroyed or badly damaged. 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—President Kennedy’s 
Roman Catholicism was clearly the biggest issue 
in the: 1960 Presidential election, causing him an 
estimated net loss of 1.5 million votes, declared 
a report published here by a University of Michi- 
gan Survey Research Center team. The findings 
were in sharp contrast with a report issued re- 
cently by the Republican National Committee, 
which claimed that the religious issue in the 
election was an advantage to President Kennedy. 


@ GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.—Speaking at the 
annual convention of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, Mrs. Fred J. Tooze, president of 
the WCTU, said that statistics on drunkenness and 
its relation to crime are being submerged or 
hush-hushed by federal agencies. “Even the FBI 
makes no great effort to warn against drinking 
in the light of one and one-quarter million ar- 
rests for drunkenness and drunken driving annu- 
ally,” she said. She asserted the Department of 
Commerce refused to make public a breakdown 
of liquor, beer, and wine expenditures. 


@ VATICAN CITY.—A Vatican Radio broad- 
cast said the Communist press throughout the 
world had presented “a ridiculous paradox” in 
citing the Soviet Union’s success in sending a 
man into space as convincing proof of the “ab- 
surdity” of religious faith and the “reasonable- 
ness” of atheism. ' Vatican Radio said, “God's 
existence does not depend on the giddy heights 
and distances and speeds of a man’s flight. Only 
in a universe already created by God could a 
man fly or travel at all. Neither Christian the- 
ology nor Christian philosophy felt the least 
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In exploring 
the interplanetary space, man is fulfilling part 
of his divine calling, even if he is . . . an atheist, 


threatened by the first astronaut. 


In fact, without knowing it, .. . 
out God's designs.” 


@ GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.—A nationwide 
campaign to “Bring the Bible back to the Heart 
of America” was approved by the National 
Association of Evangelicals at its annual conven- 
tion here. An effort will be made to pledge 
10 million people to read the Bible from cover 
to cover in 1962, beginning on Bible Sunday in 
December of this year. 


@ BANARAS, INDIA.—A campaign by some 
Indian Christians directed against foreign mis- 
sionaries in the country is causing growing con- 
cern to the Christian community at large in India. 
Critics of the missionaries contend that the latter 
are “denationalizing” Indian Christians; that they 
are fostering a “foreign, un-Indian way of life, 
culture, and thought.” Despite such antimis- 
sionary propaganda, it was reported that corre- 
spondence columns in Indian newspapers have 
been filled with letters praising missionaries in 
India. 


@ The United States Aircraft Carrier KEAR- 
SARGE recently delivered a missionary aircraft to 
the Philippine Republic. The small Helio Courier 
was purchased by the people of Pontiac, Mich., 
to be used by the air arm of Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. This craft is ideal for use on short, 
difficult airstrips. 

@ CHICAGO.—An analysis of the constitu- 
tions of the fifty states reveals that forty-six of 
them forbid tax support of private schools, Dr. 
George S. Reuter, Jr., research director of the 
American Federation of Teachers, reported here. 
Dr. Reuter said the position of most states reflects 
the opinion of the American people because “the 
many prohibitions against state aid to private 
schools were voted over a wide period of time 
and under all types of environments.” 


@ ROME.—Canon Bernard C. Pawley arrived 
here to represent the Church of England in Rome 
while preparations continue for the Second Vati- 
can Council summoned by the pope. Canon 
Pawley will serve as liaison between interchurch 
commissions of the Roman and Anglican com- 
munities. 


he is carrying 





Next Week . . 
Dr. Glasser—3. The Church in China Today. 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES _ 











ist. 
ing 


‘art 
”al 
2n- 
ge 
ver 


lis 
>n- 
ia. 


ey 


'U- 


Yr. 
ne 


ts 
1e 
te 
re 


1e 
i 
n 











Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


BOREDOM IN CANADA.—MacLean’s, sometimes called’Canada’s national magazine, carried 
recently an article, with the significant title “The Hidden Failure of our Churches.” I would 
like to pass on some of its most interesting affirmations and conclusions. From the census now 
being taken in Canada, it will be revealed, says the article, “that at least nine Canadians in every 
ten, are adherents of a Christian church or have been committed to one by their parents or 
guardians.” The article quotes the very Reverend Angus James MacQueen, past Moderator of 
the United Church of Canada, as saying, “On the whole the Church is not doing a very creditable 
job. ‘She is too divided in her own structure to launch much of an assault against evil.” The 
Reverend Roy G. DeMarsh, Executive Secretary of the Student Christian Movement of Canada, 
recently said at a meeting of the Canadian Council of Churches that “in some universities the 
Christian group on the campus is hardly visible any longer. Among the students there is a 
sort of a hidden spiritual hunger. They know that there is more to life than the secular realm 
and the business of getting a college degree, getting the best possible job, and getting a good home 
with a two-car garage and a beautiful wife or husband. They know there is more to life than 
this, but they are only mildly interested and there are many distractions.” I think that the words 
of a young man who had been brought up a Catholic in Quebec and had left the church, could 
be put in.the mouths of a great many today. “Every year the same subjects, the same words. 
The sermon on humility, the sermon on pride. I finally quit the church because it just wasn’t 
talking to me; it became as much a matter of boredom as of disbelief. I am not an atheist, I am 
not an agnostic, I am not a Catholic. I don’t know what I am except that I have lost interest. 
My girl doesn’t go to church either and her brother is a priest. The other night I was at her house 
and her brother was there. I was trying to tell him politely why I had left the church. Imme- 
diately he said: ‘Your trouble is—’ I could hardly help shouting: ‘It is not my trouble, it is your 
trouble!’ But he doesn’t know it is his trouble. He will still be preaching his canned sermons on 
humility and pride twenty years from now.” One should carefully note that this young apos- 
tate does not éven mention Jesus Christ. Does this mean he was not hearing about Christ? If so, 
no wonder he was bored. 


A QUESTION OF MOTIVATION.—A remarkable address on ““New Dimensions in National 
Strategy,” was delivered at the Naval War College on April 16, 1959, by Mr. Frank R. Barnett, 
former Executive Secretary of the American Friends of Russian Freedom. After his address, Mr. 
Barnett was asked a number of questions. One was this: “What is your opinion as to the reason 
for the terrific drive, ability, and persistence of the Soviets? . . . Is it because they are a nation of 
‘have-nots,’ or power-mad men, or what?” 

Mr. Barnett’s answer is relevant to today. “I think there are probably as many different mo- 
tives for individual Communists as there are for other human beings. In other words, each human 
personality is sort of a private ‘recipe,’ in which ideological views, patriotism, power motivations, 
religious belief, opportunism, ambition, or some Freudian drive are all mixed up together. So I 
don’t suppose you could generalize; but perhaps. we could list certain things. Number one is 
that the Communists get them young, and train them . . . the Jesuit is also trained to believe 
in something; therefore he has a powerful motivation. . .. The Jesuit is impelled by an ideological, 
idealistic, religious, motivating force. He believes in something! Part of the American tradition, 
in the last twenty years, at least, has been that it is not ‘fashionable’ to believe in anything. 
Anyone who believes in anything is suspect of being an ‘extremist.’ Everybody is supposed to 
take a middle ground. Well, if you don’t believe in anything, if you don’t have any North Star 
or idealistic compass; a large part of your motivating power is washed out.” 


THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL.—Following Billy Graham’s visit to Israel, The Jerusalem 
Post, an English language daily, said this: “If Billy Graham had spoken fluent Hebrew instead 
of through an interpreter, there would have been thousands of conversions. Our youth is spir- 
itually hungry and our rabbis and leaders do not know how to satisfy this hunger. This is 
the significance of Billy Graham’s visit. We have had a warning.” No comment is necessary. 
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The Crisis in WV orld M1sstons 


By Arthur F. Glasser, D.D. 


Director for North America 
China Inland Mission 



































ATIONALISM must also be seen 

N for what it truly is—a potential 

enemy. “Christ has all too often 

been made the parasite of nationalism.” 

This charge is true. Any careful student 

of history can cite numerous illustra- 

tions of the disasters that Christians 

have courted and embraced down 

through the years whenever they have 

. poured their strength and resources 

into furthering the political ambitions 

of their own countries. Christians in 

the past have all too often carelessly 

identified Christ with their Caesars. If 

today’s Christians are not extremely 

careful in this regard, if they uncon- 

sciously or deliberately equate the po- 

litical programs of their own countries 

with God’s will, it can well mean that 

our day may mark the rapid disappear- 
ance of Biblical Christianity. 

Why such a categorical statement? 
Two reasons suggest themselves. 

First, one must not lose sight of the 
dynamic quality of the Communist 
world crusade. Their propaganda is 
powerful and persuasive, since they 
constantly hammer on the line that the 
Church is the captive and agent of “cap- 
italist imperialism.” A ground swell of 
suspicion and hostility toward the 





362 (6) 











Church is rising throughout the world. 


Second, there is the fact of God and 
His moral judgments. If there is no 
self-examination, no self-judgment on 
the part of His people toward their al- 
lowing His name and Church to be de- 
filed by alliances with the naked self- 
interest of the state, how can one count 
on God’s continued patience? We need 
to keep in mind the experience of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Italy. Its 
blindness today is a reflection of its 
past. Recall the way it tolerated and 
even agreed with Mussolini’s national- 
istic boasting. On one occasion he 
stated before the Roman Senate, “Just 
think what our Italy has done for the 
wretched little Oriental sect that started 
life far away in Palestine where it had 
no prospect or no influential members. 
Left to itself Christianity would have 
been bound to wither and die away. 
It was salvaged, thanks to being carried 
to Rome. There the Italian genius made 
its fortune. And now it has become 
the universal Roman Catholic Church 
of which Italy has the honor to be ‘the 
center.”1 In reaction, the Vatican pub- 
licly slapped his wrist, but made a 
concordat with him in order to gain con- 
trol of the Italian public school system. 








Establishment of strong indigenous church leadership is a good answer to the Communist 
claim that Christianity inevitably means foreign control. 
other African church leaders talk with Great Britain’s Duchess of Kent. RNS photo. 


Hére Anglican, Presbyterian, and 


2. Christian Internationalism 


Both Mussolini and the Vatican, how- 
ever, suffered through this union. It is 
not without reason that the largest 
Communist party in western Europe to- 
day is in Italy. 

But the Protestants also have em- 
braced trouble through identifying 
themselves with political programs. Wit- 
ness the Huguenot movement, pre-war 
Protestantism in Japan, and the thou- 
sand other tragic examples of the un- 
scriptural unions between church and 
state with which history is replete. 
Never has it been more necessary to 
separate these two than today when 
nationalism is such a powerful force 
throughout the earth. To illustrate: 
Why is the organized Protestant church 
in China today so close to extinction as 
a vital, spiritual force? It was too slow 
in coming to grips with this peril. Many 
of its members failed to recognize and 
deal with elements of uncrucified na- 
tionalism within their own hearts. They 
made peace with their government too 
early. Not only were they uncritical 
of its policies, but more often than not 
they praised its activities, even when 
it deliberately sought to inject a di- 
visive spirit into their congregations 
(Continued on page 375) 
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place since the close of World War 

II. In less than a score of years a 
new way of life has been adopted. 
Almost everywhere change is the ex- 
perience. Sometimes this radical alter- 
ation has been for the better. This is 
especially true in the world of mechan- 
ics, from transistor radios to satellites 
spinning in outer space. Sometimes the 
change has been for the worse, as in the 
cases of family relations, community 
morality, and national integrity. In 
many areas there is evidence of both 
good and evil. Indeed, the wheat and 
the tares grow up ‘together. 

The general tenor of the Church fol- 
lowing World War II was far healthier 
than it had been a decade or two earlier. 
The singeing fires of war had burned 
away some of the dross of Modernism. 
The result was a new. energy in church 
life. As a consequence, an upsurge of 
religious ‘interest brought membership 
to an all-time high, both in numbers 
enrolled and in the percentage of pop- 
ulation making any religious profession 
whatever. 


Denominational Unionism 


With this growth, however, there 
grew up in the denominations a form of 
unionism of a most devastating char- 
acter. Strong committee functions were 
devised, resulting in a few career men 
usurping the prerogatives intended for 
the many. .The maze of procedure re- 
quired a guide or manual to show the 
way through the jungle of red tape. A 
major shift could be seen in emphasis 
from doctrine to program. Regimenta- 
tion became the order of the day until 
one minister, speaking out boldly on 
the eve of retirement, said, “We, the 
——s, used to be known as dogmatic. 
Now we must be known as program- 
matic.” Whereas once it was thought 
a shame to be called a heretic, now 
it is looked upon as a badge of en- 
lightenment. The anathema of ‘the 
Church now is hurled at the one called 
“divisive.” Policy descends from the 
seat of the diocese or its denominational 
equivalent. It is to be greeted with 
gratitude and approval. To demur is 
to be suspect of a sin grievous indeed. 
To repeat such insubordination is to in- 
vite the branding of one’s self as divi- 
sive and to be blackballed from any 
further usefulness in places of influence. 
All of this is done with dignity, of 
course, and a saccharine tolerance of 
one’s benighted condition and a patron- 
izing display of pseudo-love. 

This closed-shop type of unionism is 
exercised also in extradenominational 
areas. With a spirit devoid of any New 
Testament love, the high-powered rifles 
of the hierarchy are leveled at inde- 
pendents. Any springing up of a work 
outside certain “approved” and “co- 
operative” listings is scrutinized with 


A UNIVERSAL revolution has taken 
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Closed-Shop Mentality in the Church 


By C. RALSTON SMITH, D.D. 


Why have nondenominational youth 
groups flourished, and why are they 
under fire from the denominations? 
Here Dr. C. Ralston Smith, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Oklahoma City, Okla., discusses 
backgrounds and suggests the atti- 
tude Christians should have toward 
these groups. 








jaundiced eye and condemned with ven- 
omous hissings. 

The castigation can be viewed in the 
recent attacks on independent youth 
groups in denominational magazines 
and-organs, which proclaim the “official 
position” of the church. Usually this 
“party line” is some well-situated un- 
derling’s view, which has been rubber- 
stamped by a respectable, gullible board 
gathered for a too-brief session with a 
too-crowded agenda. Once the position 
is stated, however, the emissaries of the 
far-flung organization will echo with 
parrotlike faithfulness—and thought- 
lessness—the edict from on high. 

This is part of a current paradox. 
On one hand we mouth ecumenical 
phrases, but on the other hand we strive 
to crush out movements that are truly 
ecumenical. Could it be that when we 
say ecumenical we really mean organ- 
izational? Are we actually striving for a 
monopoly on religious activity, and 
claiming for it the name of the Body of 
Jesus Christ—the Church? 


Closed-Shop Not New 


This ‘closed-shop spirit is as old as it 
is nefarious. Even the beloved John 
was taken in by its appeal. “And John 
answered and said, Master, we saw one 
casting out devils in thy name; and we 
forbad him, because he followeth not 
with us. And Jesus said unto him, For- 
bid him not: for he that is not against 
us is for us” (Luke 9:49, 50). There 
have been halcyon days when denom- 
inational officials and pastors supported 
enthusiastically the work of groups out- 
side their control. In the time of its 
greatest spiritual strength the Y.M.C.A. 
included evangelistic services in its cal- 
endar. These meetings, mightily used 
of God, were manned almost exclusively 








Faith and Works 


By Charles Wesley 
Acts 16:30 


UST I not do all I can? 
Yes, and own the labor vain; 

Feel my utter helplessness, 
Feel salvation is of grace. 
When I have my utmost done, 
Lord, I look to Thee alone. 
Help my unbelief, or I 
Must with all my doings die. 


by denominational leaders, national and 
local, ministerial and lay. There was 
no suggestion that this was a divisive 
or even competitive agency. Indeed 
the altering of emphasis in that organi- 
zation caused great distress in the 
churches and seriously impaired their 
work. 

In our time the spirit has changed. 
Fear has crept into the denominations 
as spiritual power has declined. We 
have tried to hang on to our structure 
and our statistics. We anxiously ap- 
praise our machinery to make up for 
the absence of men of prayer. We 
justify our existence with multiplied 
meetings, meaningless utterances, and 
unending generalities. Like motorless 
cars we give every appearance of effi- 
ciency and power so long as. the going 
is downhill. 


Spirit of Worship 


Whatever has become of the spirit of 
John the Baptist? Why do the denomi- 
national leaders gag on the simple sen- 
tence, “He must increase but I must 
decrease”? Surely we have not come 
to the place where we claim arrogantly 
that we alone have the truth. Yet this 
is what we do, in effect, when we at- 
tack the independent, nondenominational 
youth groups that are winning young 
men and women to Christ. Surely we 
do not want to echo Hitler’s either-or 
dictum when he challenged the German 
people to choose between Christ and 
him. Yet this is the exclusivism that 
is paraded in our official organs and 
supported in our judicatories. 

One criticism levelled against these 
youth groups is that the mood of their 
meetings is not worshipful. This is just 
if it is demanded that every occasion 
have a season of liturgical formality. 
However, worship defies absolute defini- 
tion. That which is a sincere expres- 
sion of worship for a person sixty-five 
years of age might seem quite obsolete 
and invalid for one equally sincere at 
sixteen. Do we not bandy about the 
word “relevant” now? Shall not wor- 
ship be kept relevant, suited to the 
youthful mind and heart? Who is to 
say that there must be a prescribed 
formula followed before. true worship 
is present? Incidently, do our own de- 
nominational youth groups always meet 
these rigid requirements? Jesus’ pre- 
scription is basic, “But the hour cometh, 
and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth: for the Father seeketh such 
to worship him” (John 4:23). In spirit 
and vitality these independent youth 
groups are exciting, and who is to say 
they do not worship “in truth”? If 
such are acceptable to the Father, we 
had better avoid excluding them. 

A more amazing thing to this writer 
is that frequently criticism is levelled 
at the doctrine taught in these groups... 
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To be sure, the leaders are not usually 
seminary graduates or scholars. Their 
presentation of the Gospel, though sim- 
ple, snappy, and sometimes incomplete, 
is, however, true to the Scriptures. In- 
deed it is in accord with the denomi- 
national standards. Perhaps the reason 
for the novelty of the theology is that 
it is contrary to the non-Scriptural 
and substandard utterances heard too 
frequently from denominational pulpits. 
This. latter “leeks and garlic” goes un- 
challenged, however, since it is not di- 
visive and can be assimilated into the 
prescribed program. 

One is dismayed to find in the articles 
of criticism such words as “saved,” 
“damned,” and “born again” being ital- 
icized or in quotes, as though they were 
strange to Biblical and denominational 
standards. That the theology of the in- 
dependent youth groups should pro- 
claim these doctrines should bring 
gladness to all adherents of creedal 
churches. 

Again, the motives and the sincerity 
of the leaders are assailed. This is done 
more often by innuendo and _ insinu- 
ation than by direct assault. In each 
local situation, in the denominations as 
well as out, the personality of the one 
in charge sets the tone of the whole 
operation. Therefore, in. one place the 
caliber will be fine while in another it 
will be inferior. This is not limited to 
independent groups. Among the youth 
leaders I have known I have found a 
common characteristic: they love these 
teen-agers more than anything, and 
want the youngsters to know, love, and 
serve the Saviour. This is a worthy 
criterion for all youth workers. 

Another caustic criticism is that these 
youth groups do not have the proper 
concept of the Church. The critics usu- 
ally light on music and the general 
atmosphere of the house meetings 
(“Someone pitched out hymn books like 
Santa distributing candy ...”). Ad- 
mittedly some of the songs are repeti- 
tious, subjective jingles. But do we 
want to be identified with the asinine 
position that “you can’t worship God in 
three-quarter time”? 

In rebuttal I would use the same 
criticism against the attitude of the 
denominational leaders: they just do 
not have the Biblical concept of the 
Church. They confuse the sum total 
of the churches with the Church. De- 
voted to preserving an organization, 
they imply that the Body of Christ 
comprises solely those denominations of 
a certain structure, or holding member- 
ship in particular councils! How very 
wrong they are! Don’t they know that 
God cannot be contained in rigid struc- 
tures? No, the closed shop will not be 
recognized by the Holy Spirit. He 
works when and where and how He 
will. We admit that on our church 
rolls there are those who give no evi- 
dence of belonging to the Church. In 
a recent religious: periodical, the Danish 
philosopher Kierkegaard is quoted: 


“What we really need in the modern 
church is the proclamation of the Gos- 
pel aimed at the conversion of the 
church member to the Christian faith.” 
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Will we humbly admit the reverse? 
Can there be those won to Christian 
faith outside the organization of the 
modern church? 

By the grace and favor of God these 
nondenominational youth groups have 
been used to bring some young people 
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
Surely we cannot eliminate this as a 
possibility. With all their faults, these 
groups have sometimes, somehow, so 
been used. These youths then and 
there belong to the Church, the com- 


pany of the redeemed. They have been | 


bought, as have all of us who name His 
name, by the precious blood ‘of Jesus. 
We do hope and pray that they will 
unite with some church. This is the 
natural step to take. This is the step 
these groups encourage the born-again 
ones to take. It might be a small com- 
pany, meeting in a clapboard chapel, 
a single congregation. It might be 
a magnificent temple, the cathedral 
church of a great denomination. How- 
ever, whether he immediately or ever 





oa *HO can tell me what this pic- 

» pase is about?” Miss MacDonald 
held up a large, beautifully colored pic- 
ture for the class to see. 

The children knew at once that it was 
a picture of the Lord Jesus. It showed 
a man, alone, in a dark and lonely spot. 
His face seemed to be filled with love 
and sorrow and pain, and His eyes were 
turned up toward Heaven, while His 
hands were clasped as if in prayer. In 
the background, very faintly, could be 
seen a shadow, and as the children 
looked at it closely they could see that 
it was in the shape of a cross. 

“What do you think the Lord Jesus is 
doing here?” asked Miss MacDonald, as 
the children gazed in silence on the 
picture. 

“Is He praying?” asked Elizabeth. 

“He is; but can you think just when 
and where He is praying?” replied the 
teacher. 

“I think maybe it was just before He 


_. went to the cross,” said Carol. “In that 


garden—I forget its name.” 

“The Garden of Gethsemane,” Miss 
MacDonald answered. “Yes, that is 
where He is in this picture, all right. 
Does anyone remember the words He 
prayed there? He prayed the same 
prayer over three times.” 

“Wasn’t it something about asking 
God to save Him from the Cross if it 
were possible,” answered Robbie, “but 





unites with a congregation, the man of 


faith belongs to the Church. Who are 


we to say the “Beloved Community” is 
limited to denominations or must num- 
ber more than two in its local mem- 
bership? We hope, pray, and encourage 
this uniting. However, of the two con- 
ditions it is less tragic to belong to the 
Church without uniting with a church 
than it is to join a church without be- 
longing to the Church. 

From high churchmen and low we 
hear the doleful tones of defeatism. 
The onrushing tides of atheistic Com- 
munism, materialism, and secularism 
are threatening to inundate the shrink- 
ing island of Christianity. God forbid 
that these forces should be joined 
by an exclusivism from within the 
churches. Let us encourage every 
means of winning youth to the Saviour. 
With an eminent churchman let us 
agree, “You are not getting anyone 
away from the church if you are getting 
him closer to Christ.” 


OKLAHOMA City, OKLA, 


OUR FATHER 
The Lord’s Prayer for Children 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


11. Tay Wi Be Done IN EartH, 
as It Is In HEAVEN 


saying that if it wasn’t possible, He 
wanted God’s will to be done?” 

“That’s it,” assented Miss MacDonald. 
“You can find that story in the 22nd 
chapter of Luke, verses 39 to 46. Let’s 
look it up.” 

So Miss MacDonald and the children 
read together the sad and beautiful 
story of the Lord Jesus praying in the 
Garden just before He went to the cross. 

“The verse I want you to notice es- 
pecially today is the 42nd,” said Miss 
MacDonald. “Read it again for us, 
Patsy.” 

“Father, if thou be willing, remove 
this cup from me; nevertheless not my 
will, but thine, be done,’” read Patsy. 

“The word ‘cup’ here is used to mean 
all the suffering and sorrow that the 
Lord Jesus knew was just ahead of 
Him,” explained Miss MacDonald. “Yet 
although He wished very much that 
God could remove that pain and horror 
from Him, He prayed that He wanted 
God’s will, not His own, to be done, 
even though it meant dying on the 
cross.” 

“I know why we're talking about this 
today,” said Megan. “It’s because we 
are up to the words ‘Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in Heaven’ in the 
Lord’s Prayer, isn’t it?” 

“Yes, Megan, it is,” returned Miss 
MacDonald. “Throughout His whole life 


(Continued on page 376) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Prov. 6:6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, 


and be wise: 


7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 
8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her 


food in the harvest. 


9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou 


arise out of thy sleep? 


Chap. 22:29 Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he 
shall stand before pten he shall not stand before mean men. 


International Uniform Lesson 





THE IMPORTANCE OF DILIGENCE 


4:29-34; Proverbs 6:6-9; 22:29; 24:30-34; Ecclesiastes 3:22; 2 Thessa- 


lonians 3:6-13; printed text, Proverbs 6:6-9; 22:29; 24:30-34; Ecclesiastes 3:22 
Golden Text.—Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 


men.—Col. 3:23 


had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof 


was broken down. 


32 Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, 


hands to sleep: 


and received instruction. 
33 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 


34 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and 


thy want as an armed man. 


be after him? 


Chap. 24:30 I went by the field of the slothful, and by the 


vineyard of the man void of understanding; . 
31 And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles 


Eccles. 3:22 Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing 
better, than that a man should rejoice in his own works; for 
that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian gy 
- national Council of Religious 


copyrighted by Inter- 
ation 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


LTHOUGH Solomon was endowed 
A of God with a sagacity that dis- 

tinguished him above all of his 
contemporaries, he did not rest on this 
great fund of wisdom and knowledge, 
but, rather, put it to work. He used 
this in research and observation. A 
keen student of natural history, he drew 
many valuable lessons from the fields 
of both botany and zoology (see 1 Kings 
4:33), and diligently applied himself to 
every field of knowledge. 

Thus this wise king provides us with 
a splendid example. Much mental dili- 
gence is needed in these present crisis 
days. “Gird up the loins of your mind,” 
cries Peter (1 Pet. 1:13). The present- 
day horizons are crowded with omi- 
nous threats for both world and church. 
The Christian home and individual tes- 
timony stand in jeopardy, and it be- 
hooves us all to show the greatest of 
both vigilance and diligence if we are 
to maintain a virile testimony for God. 


Verse by Verse 

Proverbs 6:6—“Go to the ant, thou 
sluggard; consider her ways, and be 
wise.” Even the humblest of God’s 
creatures have valuable lessons to teach 
us, and the sluggard, or lazy fellow, 
may find in even the lowly ant a source 
of valuable example and _ instruction. 

Verse 7.—‘Which having no guide, 
overseer, or ruler.” The amazing fact 
is that the ant displays such industry 
apart from any single chieftain. Each 
one possesses an uncanny sense of its 
responsible contribution to the common 
task. 


Verse 8—“Provideth her meat [or 
bread, A.S.V.] in the summer... .” 
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While man’s natural intelligence tells 
him that he should provide during the 
plenty of summer for the scarcity of 
winter, he frequently neglects to do so. 
The ant’s instinct thus rebukes man’s 
intelligence, and makes this little crea- 
ture, though so tiny and despised, a 
teacher of no mean dimension. 

Verse 9.—“How long wilt thou sleep, 
O sluggard?” Sleep here may not be 
mere physical stupor, but rather men- 
tal and spiritual sloth. God cannot be 
expected to provide for us in temporal 
affairs if we yield to inertia and fail 
to manifest initiative and energy. 

Proverbs 22:29.—“Seest thou a man 
diligent in his business? he shall stand 
before kings; he shall not stand before 
mean men.” Diligence is persevering 
industry, and the man that brings this 
to his work will rise to the top, passing 
beyond and above obscure men, to 
stand in the presence of royalty, hon- 
ored and esteemed by all. Daniel, the 
godly Jewish exile, illustrates this state- 
ment. 

Proverbs 24:30.—“I went by the field 
of the slothful, and by the vineyard of 
the man void of understanding.” This 
observation of Solomon’s probably re- 
sulted from a walk or drive through 
the country one day. The condition of 
the field and the vineyard loudly pro- 
claimed the character of the owner. 

Verse 31.—“And, lo, it was all grown 
over with thorns ... and the stone 
wall thereof was broken down.” What 
a disgrace to any self-respecting farmer! 
The thorns and weeds had taken over 











Comfort for Dark Days 





“Great peace have they which 
love thy law” (Psa. 119:165). 


























because proper cultivation had been 
neglected. Moreover, the dilapidated 
wall invited the foot of the stranger to 
make the real estate common property. 
Verse 32—“Then . . . I looked upon 
it, and received instruction.” Solomon 
did not merely shake his head and then 
drive on; he told his own heart that 
this picture held a very valuable les- 
son for him. He could and would 
profit by the lazy farmer’s slothfulness. 
Verse 33—“Yet a little sleep, a little 
slumber, a little folding of the hands 
to sleep.” Notice the threefold use of 
“little.’ He would thus emphasize the 
deadly danger of even the smallest 
amount of slothful indifference. Such 
an attitude is often heard in the com- 
mon twentieth-century “so what?” 
Verse 34.—“So shall thy poverty come 
as one that travelleth; and thy want 
as an armed man.” The traveler, 
especially when alone, was often ex- 
posed to the sudden attack of the rob- 
ber. Poverty and destitution would 
strike with the relentlessness of the 
highwayman, finding their victim in the 
unsuspecting sluggard whose wasted op- 
portunities are now beyond recall. 
Ecclesiastes 3:22—“Wherefore I per- 
ceive that there is nothing better, than 
that a man should rejoice in his own 
works; for that is his portion: for who 
shall bring him to see what shall be 
after him?” Solomon has been specu- 
lating here on man’s immortality. From 
the human viewpoint—that is, “under 
the sun”—both man and beast fill a 
common grave and return unto dust, 
and this seems to be the end. He should 
therefore aim to get the maximum en- 
joyment out of his life’s investments. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
There is, alas, so much halthentted 


ness and lukewarmness among the saints 
today that we are all in need of a fresh 
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recall to diligence. Religious superfici- 
ality parades itself proudly, but the 
God that “desirest truth in the inward 
parts” (Psa. 51:6) insists on genuine- 
ness and reality, and cries, “Be zealous 
therefore, and repent” (Rev. 3:19). The 
word “zealous,” by the way, suggests 
the thought of “boiling up.” 

Unseen things are the eternal things. 
These are of prime importance, and 
call for our priority of interest and en- 
ergy. On the other hand, “the things 
which are seen are temporal” (2 Cor. 
4:18), and yet—amazingly enough— 
those usually receive our first consid- 
eration! 

We are considering today the keen 
observations made by the celebrated 
King Solomon as he came upon the 
field of the lazy farmer, and was dis- 
tressed to see it a picture of complete 
and corroding neglect. The weeds had 
taken over, and the broken wall had 
made it appear to be public property. 
It was obvious that the owner loved 
his bed more than his real estate! 

The little ant that climbed over those 
very fields would rebuke the indolence 
of that farmer by its industry. It busily 
prepared for the future, laying up its 
store of food against the rigors of the 
oncoming winter. It thus showed more 
wisdom than the slothful man whose 
boot could crush out its life at any 
moment. 

Believers are described as “God’s hus- 
bandry” (1 Cor. 3:9), or farm. He has 
purchased them by the precious blood 
of His own Son in order that they bring 
forth fruit for His glory. In order to 
secure them for Himself He has sepa- 
rated this spiritual farm from the world, 
and gives it the sunshine of His love and 
the rain of His refreshing Word. But 
there is always the danger of the weeds, 
thorns, and thistles choking the growth; 
hence the need of constant and diligent 
cultivation, and the need for the main- 
tenance of the wall of separation. This 
is where our responsibility comes in, 
and while “eternal vigilance is the price 
of liberty” it is also the price of spir- 
itual growth and development. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The example of diligence (Prov. 6: 
6-9) 

2. The rewards of diligence (1 Kings 
4:29-34; Prov. 22:29; Eccles. 3:22) 

3. The dangers of the lack of diligence 
(Prov. 24:30-34; 2 Thess. 3:6-13) 


Topics for Development 


The Dangers of Lazy Religious Pro- 
fession. The Holy Spirit, through Paul, 
in the second letter to the saints at 
Thessalonica, gives us some barbed 
warnings against an easygoing, take-it- 
for-granted type of religious profession. 
He boldly brands laziness as a dis- 
orderly walk, and decrees that the one 
who refuses to work should go hungry. 
Moreover, he should be temporarily 
quarantined by his brethren. 

Paul and his associates were shining 
examples as hard workers. They were 
ever marked by diligence and energetic 
application to the work of the Lord, 
and thus their conduct provided a po- 
tent rebuke to these impractical Chris- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
if an 4 14.—Discipline in the Home. 
Kings 5:1-7; Proverbs 4:1-4; 
io: 18:24; 20:11; 22:6; 29: 
17; Ephesians 6:1-4 


Next Week’s Lesson 
9. May 28—The Virtue of Self-Dis- 


cipline (Repemaase).. Seems 
; Proverbs ae: 
14:29, 80; 16:82; 17: fans 20 
ee fe 21, 29-35 








tians who had quit their jobs and were 
indulging in stargazing. 

Their adoption of this attitude of in- 
dolence was resulting in their families’ 
needs being neglected, and the bringing 
of a serious reproach upon the Gospel 
message. It gave false impressions to 
the pagan world; this Christianity ap- 
peared to make the men that embraced 
it undisciplined theorists, and awakened 
only the scorn of the unbeliever. 

This was serious. Hence, Paul laid 
down this stern dictum. At the same 
time he modestly called attention to 
the fact that even when preaching in 
their midst he had taken pains to be of 
no financial burden to them. He and 
his fellow evangelists had met all their 
own needs by taking local employment, 
even though he makes it clear that he 
was really under no obligation to 
do this. These men could never be 
charged with being lazy preachers. 

The New Testament describes the full- 
time worker as a “labourer.” We are 
to “pray ... the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth labourers into 
his harvest” (Matt. 9:38). The sweat- 
ing brow and the aching back of the 
farmer usually precede. the ingathering 
of the produce (see 2 Tim. 2:6). 

Whereas it is perfectly true that while 
God has ordained “that they which 
preach the gospel should live of the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), it should be ob- 
served that the nonprofessional, self- 
supporting missionary will powerfully 
commend in an unusual way his mes- 
sage to the heathen among whom he 
works. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
OW did Solomon’s celebrated wis- 
dom manifest itself? 

2. Of what two kingdoms in nature 
did he speak? 

3. In what way is the ant a rebuke 
to the sluggard? 


4. What commendable virtue marks 
the ant? 

5. What vice marks the sluggard? 

6. What will be the reward of the 
man who is diligent in his business? 

7. What warning does Solomon give 


‘to the one who loves sleep and idle- 


ness? 

8. What attitude are we to take to- 
ward the disorderly brother? 

9. What significant word does the 
New Testament use to describe the 
Christian worker? 

10. What are the three besetting 
temptations of Christian workers? 


(Answers on page 372) 


It has been said that every local 
church is like a cruise ship that carries 
both passengers and crew. While the 
crew laboriously does all the work, the 
passengers lounge on the decks, sipping 
hot chocolate, and discussing the 
weather. 

There is no place in the Christian 
realities for mere “passengers.” ' 

How many references can you find 
in the New Testament to laborers? 


Practical Applications 

An old minister once stated in our 
hearing that there are three besetting 
sins of preachers—pride, envy, and lazi- 
ness. Certainly these are three ter- 
rible vices that all of us need to guard 
against. 

Most Christians are not in such great 
danger of open sinful breaches as they 
are of that spiritual stupor that so often 
tends to imperceptibly settle down 
upon them. The Bible warns us re- 
peatedly against this peril. “Love not 
sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open 
thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied 
with bread” (Prov. 20:13). 

While there is no such person as a 
dead Christian, there are many sleep- 
ing Christians (see Eph. 5:14). In one 
sense there is a great and vital differ- 
ence between them, for the one has 
life and the other has not; in another 
sense, there is a similarity, inasmuch as 
they are both doing the same thing, 
namely—nothing! 

Throughout Bible history a number 
of good men went to sleep at the wrong 
time, and all suffered serious losses as 
a result. 

Noah slept at the wrong time and 
lost the respect of one of his sons (see 
Gen. 9:21-24); Sisera, captain of King 
Jabin’s army, was defeated in battle, 
and in his headlong flight took sanc- 
tuary in the tent of Jael. In his ex- 
haustion he fell asleep, but that sleep 
cost him his life (see Judges 4:21). A 
little later Samson yielded to slumber 
on the lap of the treacherous Delilah. 
That set off a chain reaction, resulting 
in the loss of his strength, his liberty, 
his eyes, and finally his life (see Judges 
16:19-30). King Saul fell into a deep 
sleep with the result that David and 
Abishai crept up in the darkness and 
made off with his spear, to the em- 
barrassment of the king afterward (see 
1 Sam. 26:7-12). 

And we are all familiar with the 
story of Jonah and the extreme dis- 
comfiture that he experienced (see 
Jonah 1: 5-17). 

In His parable of the Tares and’ the 
Wheat, the Lord Jesus attributed the 
presence of the tares in the field to 
the fact that men slept when they should 
have been vigilant. Diligence and alert- 
ness on their part would have preserved 
the purity of the crop (see Matt. 13: 
25). “Now it is high time to awake out 
of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer 
than when we believed” (Rom. 13:11). 


Golden Text 

Colossians 3:23—“Whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men.” We all tend to compart- 


mentalize our lives by labeling our 
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never stand before an earthly potentate, 





activities as either secular or sacred. 
However, the Scriptures make no such 
distinction, for everything is to be 
sacred to the Christian. Whatever he 
does is to be done as to the Lord, with 
His glory in view. Thus Christianity 
emphasizes, not the act, but the aim. 
NorTtH PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Go to the ant, thou sluggard .. . 
(Prov. 6:6).—The diligence of the ant 
is so universally well-known that com- 
ment on it is scarcely necessary; but 
we will answer the punster who face- 
tiously asks: “Why is the ant considered 
such a diligent insect, when it can take 
time to go to all the picnies?” What 
better time for the ant to be diligently 
gathering her food than at picnic time! 

Christians at picnics could consider 
the ant’s ways and be wise, by making 
picnic time harvest time—spiritually, 
we mean. For example, when seeing 
an ant at a picnic a member of the 
party could ask: “Who will quote a 
verse of Scripture mentioning the ant?” 
Some helpful comment could be made 
on the Scripture. 

Looking at the various kinds of food 
and drink on the picnic table, Scrip- 
ture verses could be called for on: “liv- 
ing water,” “the bread of life,” “the 
milk of the word,” “strong meat” (lit- 
erally solid food); and “the fruit of the 
Spirit.” With a helpful comment here 
and there, a harvest of spiritual food 
could be gathered at the same time 
that physical food is being eaten and 
enjoyed! 

“Which having no guide ... pro- 
videth her meat in' the summer .. .” 
(Prov. 6:7, 8). The ant is not driven 
by any sort of guide, overseer, or ruler, 
to do what she does; but carries on in 
her daily task by her inherent love of 
work. 

In this matter the believer is a con- 
trast to the ant, for he has the Holy 
Spirit, the Holy Scriptures, evangelists, 
pastors, teachers, and “elders” (called 
overseers) to encourage, direct, and en- 
able him to carry on. Slothfulness on 
the part of a Christian is inexcusable. 

“Seest thou a man diligent in his 
business?" (Prov. 22:29).—This proverb 
was fulfilled in the case of Joseph, who 
stood before Pharaoh (Gen. 41:14), and 
of Nehemiah (Neh. 2:3), and of Daniel 
(Dan. 1:9). Kings are almost a class 
of the past, but we have men who are 
called “kings of industry,” of “finance,” 
of “commerce,” and so forth. And they 
are delighted to have diligent persons 
to deal with; and also to have such 
characters in their employ. 

Although a diligent Christian may 
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he will stand before Him, who “in his 
times . . . shall shew, who is the blessed 
and only Potentate, the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15). To 
hear Him say “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant . enter thou 


into the joy of thy Lord” (Matt. 25:21). 


will more than recompense the diligence 
of a lifetime! 


Thanks to my friends for their care in my 
pesgeie. 
Who taught me betimes to love working and 


re g. 
—tIsaac Watts in “The Sluggard”’ 


“I went by the field of the slothful 
...” (Prov. 24:30).—Who has not seen 
the field of the slothful just as Solomon 
described it? But have we all profited 
by the sight? Can we say, as he did: 
“Then I saw, and considered it well: I 
looked upon it, and received instruc- 
tion” (v. 32). 

Here is an epitaph written by a man 
for himself: 


He slept beneath the.moon, 
He basked beneath the sun; 
He lived a life of going-to-do, | 
And died with nothing done. 
Spiritually, thorns speak of the “cares 
and riches and pleasures of this life” 
(Luke 8:14). And the stone wall would 
speak of separation unto the Lord (Psa. 
122:7). With these things in mind, 
let us ask ourselves: Does the descrip- 
tion of the field of the slothful also 
describe our spiritual condition? 


“Yet a little sleep, a little slumber 

.” (Prov. 24:33).—The sluggard does 
not intend to come to poverty and 
beggary. “He only wants yet a little 
sleep—and then he will bestir himself. 
But this little insensibly increases. 
Every hour’s indulgence strengthens the 
habit and chains the victim in hopeless 
bondage. His efforts for exertion are 
only the struggles of the paralytic... . 
The slothful is satisfied that his useful- 
ness should never begin. He is content 
with a life of utter uselessness. Such 
a life can never approve itself to con- 
science, and assuredly will never escape 
the condemnation of God” (Bridges). 

An intelligent foreigner who had 
traveled over the greater part of the 
globe, when asked if he had observed 
any one quality which, more than an- 
other, could be regarded as a universal 
characteristic of our species, replied in 
broken English: “Me tink dat all men 


love lazy!” So we must all beware of 
slothfulness. E 

“Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord...” (Col. 3:23).—There 


are “whosoevers” in the Bible for the 
unsaved—“whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life’ (John 3:16) and there are “what- 
soevers” as in this text for believers! 

Doing everything heartily as to the 
Lord is the opposite of slothfulness—it 
is diligence par excellence! 

Wawona, CALIF. 


4 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 




















From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris - 
SuccEsSTED HyMNS 


“O Worship the King All Glorious Above’”’ 
“Work, for the Night Is Coming” 
“Give of Your Best to the Master” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose work in creating us 
and in saving us is our constant won- 
der, we thank Thee for making us cap- 
able of knowing Thee and working with 
Thee. Bless our study of this lesson 
that we may see that work well done is 
a blessing both to the toiler and to those 
he serves. Make us diligent in well 
doing that our lives may glorify Thee 
and bless others. Guide us this week 
into all those good works Thou wouldst 
have us do. For all who are in trouble 
and distress we ask such mercy and 
help as shall best meet. their need and 
serve Thy purpose. For the reviving 
of Thy church and the spread of the 
Gospel to the unevangelized we pray. 
To the foes of Thy Son give repentance 
and faith in Him. To the world give 
cleansing and harmony. To us all give 
greater love to Thee and to one an- 
other with repentance and forgiveness 
of our sins, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text 
says, “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men” (Col. 
3:23). This was written to Christian 
slaves! Surely if anyone would have 





WwoORK 
HEART 


wr ALL YOUR 














reason to put as little as possible into 
his work, it would be a slave! He must 
work under compulsion, for little if 
anything beyond his keep. Yet the 
Bible says even a slave is to do his 
work with all his heart, to do it as 
done unto God, not merely for an 
earthly master. 

Here is something for all of us. If 
even the Christian slave must put all 
his heart into his work, then so should 
we. Whether it be schoolwork, house- 
work, church work, or the work we do 
for a living, our best should go into it. 
Here are three reasons for doing your 
work with all your heart. First, work 
is good for us. People with nothing to 
do are miserable and often get into 
trouble. Satan finds mischief for idle 
hands to do. Again, putting our best 
into our work is good for us. Work 
well done often brings promotion. Good 
workers move up to better positions. 
But, promotion or not, there is great in- 
ward satisfaction for the worker in 
work well done. This satisfaction is 
something we need, since God has so 
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“They That Did the 
King's Business 
Helped the Jews” 


“And all the rulers of the prov- 
inces, and the lieutenants, and the 
deputies, and officers of the king, 
helped the Jews.” Esther 9:3. 


If ever in their history the Jews 
needed your help, they need it 
now. 


Israel is facing Armageddon. 
In her own strength she has raised 
up her standard and is once more 
a national entity. But Zionism is 
a political and not a religious 
movement. The tides of Jew-hate 
and anti-Semitism are rising like 
a flood. There is a resurgence of 
it in‘ Germany; reports from be- 
hind the Iron Curtain are no bet- 
ter. Even in these United States 
the mails are saturated with 
venom against the Jews. 


Can we shut up our bowels of 
mercy to this suffering people? 
The heathen of Haman’s day 
helped the Jews in their hour of 
distress. Can we do less? 


There is no better way to help 
the Jews than to point them to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, their Mes- 
siah. Our world-wide testimony 
to Israel is worthy of your faith- 
ful prayers and sympathy. 


THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, be- 
loved by Bible students for its 
helpful information on prophecy 
and the Jews is sent to all con- 
tributors. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS~———— 
TO THE JEWS, Inc. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 


Canadian Office: 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


I do want to help the Jews. Here is $- u 
Use it as God directs, to make known the sav- 
ing power of the Lord Jesus Christ to Israel. 


Name Rae PORE ee 





Address 
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made us that we crave satisfaction in 
something worthwhile well done. The 
other reason for putting our best into 
our work is that God rewards good 
work. After calling workers to do their 
work heartily as unto the Lord, Paul 
adds, “Knowing that from the Lord ye 
shall receive the recompense .. .” (v. 
24, AS.V.). In different ways, here 
and hereafter, God rewards good work 
well done. So, “Whatsoever ye do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men.” 


Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 





The Illustration Round Table 
Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


department a % had upon request from 
the Editors, e Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the "lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Never at Leisure.—Whatsoever ye do, 

do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men (Col. 3:23, Golden Text). 
Samuel Johnson paid a high, though 
unintended compliment to John Wesley. 
“His conversation is good but he is 
never at leisure. He always has to go 
at a certain hour. This is very dis- 
agreeable to a man who loves to fold 
his legs and have his talk out as I do.” 
John Wesley’s legs were “unfolded” 
most of his ninety years. He had felt 
his Master’s passion for souls and sought 
to save the lost—From Day by Day 
With Jesus. Sent by Mrs. T. F. Mitchell, 
Portland, Oreg. 


From Burden to Bridge.—Go to the 
ant ... consider her ways, and be wise 
(Prov. 6:6). Once there was an ant 
that grumbled all the day long. He 
had to carry a piece of straw nearly 
an inch long, which was much the same 
as if you had to stagger along with a 
log on your shoulder. That ant was fed 
up with life. All he could do was to 
creep across a desert of concrete until 
cruel fate brought him to a crack. There 
was no getting across that crack—not 
even without the straw, let alone with 
it. So there the ant paused ... until 
a thought struck him. Suddenly he 
saw that his trouble might be a blessing! 
He laid that straw across the crack in 
the concrete, walked over it, and 
safely reached the far side. Perhaps 
some of our toils and troubles and 
sufferings might be turned to good ac- 
‘count, if, like the ant, we looked at 
them from a new angle—From The 
Home Messenger. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, N. Wales, 
Eng. 

Dozing, Perhaps .. —How long wilt 
thou sleep ...? €Prov. 6:9.) Once, at 
a dinner, a woman said to Lord North- 
cliffe: “Thackeray awoke one morning 
and found himself famous.” “When 
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that morning dawned,” Lord Northcliffe 
answered, “Thackeray had been writ- 
ing eight hours a day for fifteen years. 
The man who wakes up and finds him- 
self famous, madam, hasn’t been 
asleep."—From London Opinion. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


A Great Day.—I went by the field of 
the slothful (Prov. 24:30). “Tomorrow” 
is the work day: of the idler, the truth 
day of the liar, the honest day of the 
knave, the repentance day of the sin- 
ner, the wisdom day of the fool.— 
From Dr. A. T. Pierson. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. Prize il- 
lustration. 


Ill Motives Pollute—Lo, it was all 
grown over with thorns (Prov. 24:31). 
Dr. Payson, writing to his brother, says, 
“My parish, as well as my heart, very 
much resembles the garden of the slug- 
gard; and what is worse, I find that 
many of my desires for the melioration 
of both, proceed either from pride or 
vanity, or indolence. I look at the 
weeds which overspread my garden, 
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‘and breathe out an earnest wish that 


they were eradicated. But why? What 
prompts the wish? It may be that I 
may walk out and say to myself, ‘In 
what fine order is my garden kept!’ 
This is pride. Or, it may be that my 
neighbors may look over the wall and 
say, ‘How finely your garden flourishes!’ 
This is vanity. Or I may wish for the 
destruction of the weeds, because I am 
weary of pulling them up. This is 
indolence.” So that even our desires 
after holiness may be polluted by ill 
motives. , How cheering is the 
thought that .. . while Jesus bears our 
sin, He presents before His Father’s 
face not our unholiness, but His own 
holiness!|—From Morning by Morning, 
by C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Could, but Won’t.—Yet a little sleep, 
a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep: so shall thy poverty 
come as one that travelleth; and thy 
want as an armed man (Prov. 24:33, 
$4). The Bishop of Chelmsford, in an 
address at Keswick, said: “I remember 
a friend of mine who wanted a gar- 
dener. He advertised, and got a letter 
from a gentleman concerning a man 
whom we shall call John Smith. This 
gentleman said, ‘John Smith has an ex- 
cellent knowledge of gardening. He 
can manage a kitchen garden wonder- 
fully, and he can bring an ornamental 
garden to perfection.” He went on 
through the list of what the man could 
do. As the other gentleman read the 
letter, he said, ‘That’s the very, very 
man for me; he can do the very things 
I want.’ He got to the bottom of the 
page and turned it over, and on the 
other side there were only three words, 
‘But he won't!?” What is the inter- 
pretation? There are men and women 
who could revolutionize the districts in 
which they live, who could turn topsy- 
turvy the lives of their most intimate 
friends. But they won’t!—From Serv- 
ing-and-Waiting. Sent by Mrs. Clar- 
ence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Joy in Working Together.—There is 
nothing better, than that a man should 
rejoice in his own works (Eccles. 3:22). 
The Apostle Paul frequently spoke of 
the great joy he found in his work. 
That does not mean it was easy. When 
the scourge hit his back, its cut was 
deep and painful. The welts raised by 
the stones that were cast at him were 
no beauty marks. The months he sat 
alone in prison were no picnic. The 
threats and insults hurled at him by 
men who had been his friends would 
have completely discouraged a lesser 
man. But when he faced death, prob- 
ably by execution, the Apostle could 
still sing and thank God for the joy 
and privilege that had been his in work- 
ing together with Christ—From the 
Rev. Armin C. Oldsen. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


bd 


What He wants is not our plans, but 
our lives, that He may work His plans 
through us.—James H. McConkey. 





6, 1961 (Lesson for May 21) 








Give your loved ones 


A Money Gift That Builds 


Christian Character 
An American Bible Society Annuity Agreement 
often helps the receiver while it is :also 
helping the spiritually needy 


Money given outright to the young is 
sometimes destructive, but a lifetime 
income from even a small American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreement, 
when given as a birthday, Christmas 
or graduation gift or left as an inheri- 
tance, often helps build good Christian 
character. The following is typical of 
letters frequently received by the 
Society: 

“Your checks, which still come to 
me regularly every year as a gift made 
long ago by my grandmother, were a 
steadying influence during my youth, 
especially when I was away at college 


and in the armed service. 

“The Bible Society Record I regue 
larly received as an annuitant made 
me aware how precious the Bible is 
and what a great work the Society is 
doing in making the Scriptures avail- 
able wherever they are needed. This 
constant reminder helped keep me 
Close to my church when temptation 
tried to lead me away.” 

True, an American Bible Society 
Annuity is a great gift idea but-it is 
also the finest kind of investment for 
yourself. Send for more information 
today. 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y, 

Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-51, 
entitled “A Gift That Lives” explaining annuity agree- 








End Money 
Worry ments, 
With An Mr. 
AB.S. NAME Miss 
Annuity ADDRESS 
Agreement 
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with small budget, limited equipment and staff. 


A complete package for a ssful Vacation Bible School. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


S SOON as Alfred has told us the 

story of “The Wrong Road,” we 
will learn No. 6 on the Scripture Cate- 
chism card, “Sin.” 

Today our lesson is on diligence. Our 
first Scripture is Proverbs 6:6-9. Here 
we are told to learn wisdom by going 
to the ant and considering her ways. 
So this past week I have been studying 
about ants in the Handbook of Nature 
Study by Anna Botsford Comstock. I 
find there is much we can learn from 
ants. One thing that impressed me is 
another . evidence of the accuracy of 
God’s Word. Speaking of the ant here 
in Proverbs 6:6, it says “Consider her 
ways.” Comstock says that all worker- 
ants are females. 

After I tell you what I have learned 
about ants, I would like you to tell me 
how some of their ways could apply 
to Christians. 

The ant is a very clean creature. 
She keeps herself clean by using a 
brush that God has placed on one of 
her front legs. The ant also keeps the 
nest clean, dragging out foreign objects 
and piling refuse in a remote corner. 

As soon as the ant has finished clean- 
ing up, she starts work. Her main 
tools are a pair of strong jaws equipped 
with sawlike teeth. She uses these to 
loosen the soil in the tunnel she is dig- 
ging, to carry the loose soil away, to 
bring food to the nest, to gently move 
young ants and to fight off enemies. 

The amount of work an ant does is 
amazing. Ants not only build their 
tunnellike houses with many different 
compartments, or rooms, but often 
build intricate underground tunnels to 
nearby anthills where some of their 
Same group live. An ant never seems 
to think any job too big to tackle. She 
will often move something larger than 
herself, whether food she is bringing to 
the anthill, or something she wishes to 
take out of it. If the ant cannot lift it 
or shove it, she turns around and going 
backwards, pulls it along! 

Ants are considerate of one another. 
If a number of them are going back 
and forth carrying food to the nest, 
they return a different way from which 
they came so as not to meet another 
“head-on.” If an anthill is damaged, 
the ant will grab up one of the young 
ones before dashing for safety. 

There are often two sizes of ants in 
the same species: the large ones called 
majors, and the smaller, minors. Some- 
times they have a still smaller size 
called minims... But whatever their 
size, they all work together. 

Their wars occur when two species 
of ants want the same location for a 
home, or when one species wants to 
enslave another. They march to battle 
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in a solid column, but when they meet 
the enemy, the battle resolves itself 
into duels. If the ant once gets hold 
of her enemy, she never lets go until 
she is torn in pieces. 

Now what can we learn from the 
ants? (1) They keep themselves and 
their surroundings clean. Christians 
should do that. Right. God has given 
the ant a little brush for that purpose. 
He has given us His Word for our 
cleansing (Psa. 119:9). (2) Ants are 
good workers and will tackle any job 
that needs doing. Christians should be 
like that. (3) All the ants work, no 
matter what size they are. (4) Ants are 
considerate of one another. We should 
be, too. (5) Ants go together against 
the enemy and never give up the fight 
as long as they are alive. Christians 
should work together against Satan’s 
kingdom and should never get discour- 
aged and give up. 

Very good. God’s Word says to go to 
the ant, consider her ways and be wise. 
We have considered her ways a little 
while. Let us practice the wisdom we 
have learned. 

Now we will read some other verses 
showing the contrast between diligent 
people and those who are slothful or 
lazy: Proverbs 22:29; 24:30-34; Ecclesi- 
astes 3:22 and 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13. 
The Bible makes it clear that God’s 
people are to be workers, not idlers. 
This applies to whatever business they 
may be engaged in, and certainly to 
their part in the Lord’s work, which is 
most important of all. 

Ephesians 2:10 lets us know that God 
has planned certain good works for 
each of us to do while we are in this 
world. One of these is to be diligent in 
whatever we are doing, whether study- 
ing or working. If we are working 
faithfully at the things we know we 
should do, and praying that God will 
direct us to any other good works He 
has for us, some day we will be able to 
say joyfully with the Apostle Paul, “I 
have fought a’ good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course” (2 Tim. 4:7). 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Busy King 
(1 Kings 4:29, 30, 32-34) 
VEN a Junior boy would have had 
a hard time keeping up with King 
Solomon! No, indeed, King Solomon 
did not spend all his time sitting on his 
gold-covered ivory throne with a crown 
on his head! He had all kinds of proj- 
ects to attend to. Open your Bibles 
to Ecclesiastes 2:4-8. Each of you go- 
ing around the class read about one of 
his eight projects or works. The Bible 
Mentions some of the houses: the Tem- 
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ple, which took seven years to build; his 
own palace, which took thirteen years; 
the house of the forest of Lebanon, a 
palace for his queen (1 Kings 6:37 to 
7:8). You would have enjoyed watch- 
ing great marble blocks rolled up into 
place, so perfectly fitted in the quarry 
that there was no noise of pounding or 
sawing as the building went up (6:7). 
You would have smelled the fragrance 
of cedar sheathing used to cover the 
walls (v. 9). Down in the plain by 
the Jordan River you would have seen 
molten brass poured into forms to make 
brass pillars and objects for the Tem- 
ple (7:46). If you followed Solomon to 
distant Ezion-geber, you would have 
seen a fleet of trading ships just in 
from a three-year voyage to distant 
countries unloading gold and silver, ele- 
phant tusks, monkeys, and peacocks 
(9:26; 10:22). There, too, was a big 
copper-refining plant, which has been 
excavated in recent years. 

You know how Solomon got his great 
wisdom to plan and superintend all 
these great projects and to rule his 
people wisely. (Review his dream, 3: 
8-13, and read 4:29, 30.) He used his 
wisdom for other things, too. Take a 
look at verses 32, 33. Now do a little 
thinking: How did King Solomon get 
all this knowledge about plants, ani- 
mals, birds, and fish? Did God just 
pour it into his head? What ways 
would God use to make Solomon wise 
about these things? _ Solomon used his 
own eyes, watching people and things; 
he read books (Eccles. 12:12); he 
thought about what he saw and read; 
he tried things out himself. Over and 
over he says, “I saw,” “I considered,” 
“I proved.” Then he lectured or 
preached about what he had learned so 
the people of his day could know (1 
Kings 4:34; Prov. 1:1, Eccles. 1:1, 12:9). 
He wrote down what he found were 
the important things in life, so God 
could teach us, many years afterward 
(v. 10). 

Yes, King Solomon must have been 
very busy, with long days, doing all 
these many things and others! But I 
think in imagination we could bother 
him to ask him a question: Do I have 
to do my work? I would rather play. 

Back comes his answer (Prov. 6:6- 
9). Put in “you lazy boy (or girl)” 
in place of “sluggard,” and “play” in- 
stead of “sleep.” Do you suppose Solo- 
mon as a young prince had lain on his 
stomach, watching a hill of ants? What 
two things did he find out about them? 
Then he compared them to lazy people 
who cannot get things done at the right 
time without someone always telling 
them. Are ants smarter than you? 

Does it pay to do your work well 
and quickly? (22: 29.) How many 
workmen Solomon had watched as he 
superintended his projects! How many 
slaves he had bought! Which ones got 
to work for the king himself? Which 
children are going to get the best rank 
in school? Who are going to get the 
best jobs when they grow up? 

If you do not. work, what will hap- 
pen? (24:30-34.) You will be as poor 
and hungry as if an armed robber held 
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should suggest to us also how we may 


you up and took everything away from 
you. Perhaps you do not think your 
work at home and school is important 
enough to do carefully and to put your 
very best into. Solomon says, “What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might” (Eccles. 9:10, Memory 
Verse). There will be a greater King 
than Solomon watching all your work 
this week! (12:14.) 


ORONO, MAINE. 
we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 366) 


1. He engaged in intensive research 
and preserved the results in his writ- 
ings. 

2. Botany and zoology (see 1 Kings 
4:33). 

3. The ant prepares its food in view 
of winter while the sluggard sleeps. 

4. Industry. 

5. Idleness. 

6. He shall stand before kings. 

7. Poverty and want await him. 
8. We should withdraw ourselves. 
9. “Labourer.” 

10. Pride, envy, and laziness. 
NortH Patm BEacH, FLA. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 21 


3. Peter—Example of Courage 
(Acts 2 to 5) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Ghristian mdeaver, and are 
used by permission. 

RUE courage, as the word indicates 

by its derivation, is a matter of the 
heart. It is love for an individual, 
love of country, love of life, love of 
freedom, or love of an ideal or a prin- 
ciple that steels men to perform brave 
deeds, or to resist adverse opinion, or 
tyranny, or danger. It is this factor 
that sets courage apart from mere im- 
pulsiveness or foolhardiness. 


se 


The life of the Apostle Peter shows 
the growth of the man from one who 
spoke or acted on the impulse of the 
moment to one whose love for his Lord 
led him calmly to face known danger and 
calculated risk and even death. As we 
study the various incidents related in 
the Bible concerning Peter, we see how 
he was transformed from a liability to 
an asset for Christ, and such a study 








our Lord and Master. 
ye 


In the incident on the Sea of Galilee, 
when Peter jumped out of the boat 
and tried to walk on the water only 
to be conquered by his fears and to re- 
quire the help of the Lord Jesus (Matt. 
14: 25-31), we see Peter’s impetuousness 
and lack of real faith. 


bd 


On the Mount of Transfiguration, 
Peter’s hasty suggestion that shelters 
be erected for the Lord Jesus and 
Moses and Elias was sternly rebuked 
by the voice from the cloud, which 
said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Matt. 
17:5). 

ye 


Peter’s contradiction of Christ at the 
Last Supper and his fervent avowal 
that though all others should be of- 
fended because of Him, he would not, 
and that he would not deny his Lord 
even if he should die with Him (Matt. 
26:31-35), was soon shown to be empty 
bragging, for Peter with the others for- 
sook his Lord and fled and later even 
denied Him with cursing. 


bd 


The incident in the Garden of Geth- 
semane, where Peter seized a sword 
and cut off the ear of one of the high 
priest’s men (Luke 22:50 and John 18: 
10, 11), shows again how he hindered 
rather than helped the cause of Christ. 


bd 


But Pentecost revealed a new Peter 
(Acts 2). Here he fearlessly denounced 
his countrymen and accused them of 
having “taken and by wicked hands 

. crucified and slain” the One whom 
God had approved and sent. Later he 
faced the high priest and scribes. and 
rulers and boldly accused them of hav- 
ing crucified the Lord Jesus (Acts 4). 
Still later (Acts 5:29), when questioned 
as to why he had not obeyed the coun- 
cil’s command not to teach in Christ’s 
name, Peter fearlessly replied, “We 
ought to obey God rather than men,” 
and again he accused them of having 
slain and hanged on a tree the One 
whom God had raised up and exalted 
to be a Saviour. 

be 5 4 


What brought about this remarkable 
change in Peter’s character? In John 
21 we learn of the risen Lord’s dealing 
with Peter at the fire by the shore of 
the Sea of Galilee. Here, by the Lord’s 
questioning, Peter was brought to the 
end of himself and his heart was broken. 
Then, at Pentecost, he was ready to be 
filed with the Spirit and to be em- 
powered to serve his Lord as he had 
never been able to do before. 


bd 


What a contrast we may see in the 
Peter who warmed himself at the fire 
of his Lord’s enemies in the -high 






priest’s house, and Peter at the fire 


develop courage and effectiveness for 
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kindled by the Lord Jesus, fed by the 
food the Lord had provided, and com- 
missioned for service. 


sae 


Is it possible that some of us have 
been trying to find warmth and fellow- 
ship at the fires that are built by the 
enemies of our Lord—the fires of 
worldly pleasure, of doubtful practices, 
of compromise, and the like? Such 
fires for us will ever be the place of 
denial of the One who bought us. Not 
until we come to the feet of our Lord 
and are emptied of self and then fed 
from His Word and commissioned by 
Him for the good works that He has 
planned for us (Eph. 2:10) can we hope 
to have that lasting courage and en- 
durance and effectiveness in service 
that Peter eventually knew and demon- 
strated. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Do-It-Yourself Bible Course 
(Continued from page 359) 


It builds upon the principle that people 
learn by doing. Nowhere is this more 
true than in the study of the Bible. 
Only by actually using the Bible itself, 
reading it, comparing Scripture with 
Scripture, thumbing its pages, do peo- 
ple become familiar with the Bible, 
come to know and use it with ease, 
and learn to love it. 

The Reformation principle that the 
individual Christian is able to study 
and to understand the Bible for him- 
self is a second foundation of “Through 
the Bible Study.” Too much of Bible 
study in Sunday schools and churches 
has mimicked the Romish view that the 
Bible must be explained to the people. 
As a result, Bible study has become 
encrusted with leaflets and quarterlies 
and lesson helps and literature about 
the Bible until the study of the Bible 
itself has disappeared. “Through the 
Bible Study” restores the Bible to its 
tightful place as the textbook of the 
Christian. 

Through the. years some steps of ad- 
vancement have been made in the 
course. “When we introduced the chap- 
ter-by-chapter, through-the-Bible study 
at Scofield Church,” Dr. Roper recalled, 
“our first thought was that no helps 
would be used. We just had a schedule 
to be followed from week to week, and 
we turned the classes loose with their 
Bibles. After talking with a good many 
of the folks, we decided that a series of 
questions on each lesson would be help- 
ful. Such questions are a simple way 
of encouraging people to study and a 
Means of showing them some of the 
things they can discover in the Scrip- 
tures for themselves.” 

At first the questions were mimeo- 
graphed from week to week and dis- 
tributed to the students in the Sunday 
School. Through the co-operation of 
W. E. Hawkins of the Radio Revival, 
Dr. Roper taught the lesson on a Fri- 
day radio Bible class, using the ques- 
tions. This radio class continued for 
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15 consecutive years. As a result many 
other churches began using the course. 
Then it. became necessary to prepare 
the lessons in a more formal manner. 
Twenty questions for each lesson were 
prepared. A memory verse was chosen 
for each lesson, and a selection was 
made from each lesson for public read- 
ing. The lessons were prepared in 
quarterly books, with the materials and 
questions for each lesson on one page 
and lined spaces for the answers on the 
facing page. This marked the begin- 
ning of Through the Bible Publishers, 
4032 Swiss Avenue, Dallas 4, Texas, the 
organization that publishes and distrib- 
utes the course to churches and Sunday 
schools throughout the United States 
and Canada and around the world. 

“Through the Bible Study” received 
a boost in the early days from THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes. The September 
2, 1933, number published an article by 
Willard M. Aldrich, now President of 
the Multnomah School of the Bible, 
describing the new course. As the 
TrmeEs later reported, “Between Sep- 
tember 2 and November 15, some 1,380 
letters were received ... from inter- 
ested persons in forty-seven states and 
twenty-one foreign countries.” The de- 
sire of Christians to study the Bible 
itself was amply demonstrated. 

The latest step in the development 
and improvement of the “Through the 
Bible Study” course is being completed 
with the preparation of six series or 
grades for all age groups. Previously 
four series had been provided. These 
were revised, and one (Series 4 for 
Juniors) was completely rewritten and 
reorganized. Two new grades (Series 
3 for High school and Series 6 for Be- 
ginners) were added. The others are 
Series 1 for Adults, Series 2 for Young 
People, and Series 5 for Primaries. The 
Beginners series has both a parent- 
teacher manual and a pupil’s workbook. 

In the original development of the 
“Through the Bible Study” course, Dr. 
Roper was assisted by Mrs. Roper, who 
is a gifted Bible teacher. Through the 
years, a capable staff has been secured 
that has contributed much to the suc- 
cess of the revision now being com- 
pleted. But from the beginning to the 
present, Mrs. Roper has been an in- 
valuable associate. 

‘Except for the necessary manual for 
parents and teachers in the Beginners 
series, the only helps provided are a 
double page of introduction at the be- 
ginning of each quarterly booklet. This 
describes the section of Scripture cov- 
ered in that quarter, emphasizes doc- 
trinal points to be observed, gives notes 
on the human writers involved, and 
provides other background material. 
“These lessons,” a North Dakota pas- 
tor writes, “are not crutches, but spades. 
They make you dig to get anywhere.” 

Adaptation of the study material to 
the age group to create interest and to 
stimulate personal study is obvious, be- 


ginning with Series 3 for High school. 


Each lesson has a report box in which 
the pupil affirms the completion of the 
lesson, with the Bible section read and 
verse memorized. Space is left for the 
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pupil to insert his favorite verse in the — 


section and his title for the section 
covered. There is room on the study 
page for notes and for listing questions 
for discussion. On this same page a 
problem is presented for study. On the 
worksheet page, personal study ig 
stimulated through questions, puzzles, 
matching, completion, and true and 
false quizzes. Similar devices are used 
in the Junior and Primary series on the 
level of the students involved. There 
are pictures to color for the Primaries 
and Beginners. 

A special advantage of the course is 
the wide scope of its usefulness. Many 
large churches with completely depart- 
mentalized Sunday schools may use this 
course as well as small churches or 
rural preaching points, where almost 
no organization or trained staff exists, 
Many small adult classes in such situ- 
ations gather without a teacher and go 
through the questions and discuss the 
lessons together on the basis of their 
personal study. The course can be used 
in many Bible study situations, such as 
home Bible classes, Bible clubs, young 
people’s societies and youth groups, mis- 
sionary societies, prayer meetings, re- 
leased-time Bible classes, Christian 
grade and high schools, and armed 
forces Bible classes. Above all these, it 
is an excellent course for disciplined 
personal Bible study. 

A pastor from Michigan reports hav- 
ing used the course for more than 
twenty-five years in Sunday schools and 
prayer meetings in seven different 
churches, and in public school released- 
time classes. A Sunday school teacher 
in Illinois writes, “Our adult class is 
growing rapidly. These booklets have 
been a real blessing and help to me as 
teacher.” A Christian in South Caro- 
lina indicated receiving assurance of 
salvation through using the course in 
personal Bible study. A Navy chap- 
lain reports, “A number of Marines at 
this base are enjoying and profiting 
from your excellent Bible course. Sev- 
eral of our chaplains are delighted with 
this aid to studying God’s Word.” 

Missionaries have found the simplic- 
ity and the direct Bible study of 
“Through the Bible Study” course ad- 
mirably suited for use with national 
Christians. Many have secured permis- 
sion to translate and to reproduce the 
lessons for use on their fields. Through 
the years, the course in English has 
been used in large numbers on Bar- 
bados. An official translation and pub- 
lication is now being completed in 
Spanish under the direction of Dr. John 
Dale, director of the Mexican Indian 
Mission. 

The final test of the value of 
“Through the Bible Study” course can 
be made at Scofield Memorial Church, 
however. Here the course was first in- 
troduced, and it has been used in the 
Sunday school continuously since 1930. 
In January, 1960, the Scofield Sunday 
School began its sixth cycle of “Through 
the Bible Study,” and many in the 


church have studied through the Bible - 


the five complete cycles. The questiop 


might well be asked, What results can 
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pe observed in the knowledge of the 


Bible that these members display? 

During the Billy Graham campaign 
in Dallas in 1953, a prominent Dallas 
pastor remarked, “I’d give anything if 
the membership of our church could 
fiandle the Bible like the folks of Sco- 
field working in the Billy Graham 
meeting.” A nationally known Bible 
teacher conducting a conference in Sco- 
field Memorial Church recently said, 
“I’ve been in churches all over America 
and all over Europe, and I'll have to 
say the people in Scofield Memorial 
Church are more familiar with the Eng- 
lish Bible than any congregation I’ve 
seen in my life.” Although Dr. Roper’s 
Bible-teaching ministry as pastor covers 
the same period, he gives credit to 
“Through the Bible Study.” 

The fact is that we learn by doing. 
We can only come to know the Bible by 
studying the Bible. God has promised 
to honor His Word, not our explana- 
tions of it or comments on it. God has 
promised to give believers understand- 
ing of His truth. The “do-it-yourself” 
Bible study of the “Through the Bible” 
course meets these conditions. No won- 
der God uses it to His glory. 


DALLas, TEX. 


further information, write to ‘Through 
ihe Bible Study,” 4032-T Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, 


Crisis in World Missions 
(Continued from page 362) 


through organizing accusation meetings. 
They tolerated and were loyal to this 
arrogantly atheistic state. This slowly 
ate its way into the very vitals of 
church life. Moral sensibilities were 
weakened through protracted compro- 
mise. When many of our Chinese 
brethren began to awaken to the reali- 
zation that they had rendered too much 
to Caesar and too little to God, their 
churches had already been penetrated 
and defiled. 


THE For oF CHRISTIAN INTERNATIONALISM 


All that we have considered so far, 
and most of what we see of nationalist 
movements in the world today, would 
appear to confirm the thesis that na- 
tionalism is incompatible with Chris- 
tian faith. This does not mean that the 
Tight of peoples to self-determination 
and to their own national life, is not 
valid. The Christian does not condone, 
much less approve, the view that power- 
ful nations have the right to conquer 
and subjugate less powerful nations. 
Where nationalism is but the self-con- 
scious assertion of a people as to their 
own individuality in relation to all 
other peoples, it is granted that this is 
a Biblically defensible viewpoint. God 
loves nations as nations and people as 
People. In Isaiah 19:24, 25, He speaks 
of “Egypt my people, and Assyria the 
work of my hands, and Israel mine in- 
heritance.” Political independence - is 
the standard which Christians should 
hold and for which they should pray. 
In the millennial kingdom the glory of 
the nations, separate and distinct, is 
brought into Messiah’s Zion. 


But during the present age a national- 
ism that has idolatrous overtones is all 
too often the unconfessed sin of God’s 
people. If the Evangelical Christian 
believes that he is a member of Christ, 
and has been joined to each and every 
other Christian throughout the earth, 
he should recognize that the Christian 
Church is a supranational organism, and 
every Christian needs every other 
Christian. Not one Christian can afford 
to be separated from or isolated from 
any of his fellow Christians. If there 
is one Head and there is one Body, 
then Christians should seek to enter 
into one common life, a life that extends 
throughout the world. This being so, it 
would seem very difficult to justify any 
Christian’s giving way to a nationalistic 
spirit. It would be in sharp conflict 
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Fire-proof construction is rare in mod- 
ern churches. We see the mason using 
marble, but God sees the minister 
building with wood, hay, and stubble. 
Westminster’s department of theology 
has two specifications for apprentices: 
that they build on the one Foundation, 
and that they labor in the precious 
stones of God’s Word. 


Prof. John Murray M.A Th. M. 


Theology is a work of 
worship; its teaching © 
demands. devotion and 
precision. Professor | 
Murray's classes begin 
with whispered prayer; 
they often end in ring- @ == 
ing affirmations of FP 

praise, aflame with the 
glory of Scripture. His 
commentary on Romans blends exegetical dis- 
cipline with spiritual perception. In his writ- 
ings on Christian ethics he applies the Bible 
with vigor to the life of the church. 


. Edwin H. Palmer 


Dr. Palmer brings to 
his teaching years of 
pastoral experience, 
particularly with uni- 
versity students. His 
doctorate was earned 
in the. Netherlands in 
a study of Roman Cath- 
olic thought. He is the 

3 author of a lucid work 
on the a of the Holy Spirit. For several 
years he has served as editor of The Encyclo- 
paedia of Christianity, a forthcoming reference 
work of evangelical scholarship. 
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with his actual standing in Christ and 
in His Church. 

It does not automatically follow, how- 
ever, that Christian churches should 
seek to lose their distinctive culture. 
The new birth makes possible the trans- 
figuration, not loss, of one’s personality 
by the indwelling Holy Spirit, so na- 
tional churches can have their cultures 
transfigured by the Holy Spirit as well. 
The millennial ideal can even be real- 
ized in measure during this Gospel age. 


NATIONAL AND MISSIONARY STRATEGY 


What should be our missionary strat- 
egy in the face of nationalism? Several 
lines of action suggest themselves. 

1. Indoctrination.—Missionaries are 
first and chiefly responsible to deal 
with all elements of nationalism lurking 
within their own hearts, and with any 
sense of superiority or tendency to crit- 
ical attitudes toward those of other 
races and cultures. But they should 
not stop here. They are also respon- 
sible to instruct and warn their fellow 
Christians at home and abroad of these 
dangers. Scripture clearly speaks of 
the relation of the Christian to civil 
authority, of the dangers inherent in 
nationalism, and of the privilege of for- 
saking and denying one’s national ori- 
gins for the sake of the Gospel. It isa 
tragedy that the Japanese Church has 
not yet repudiated the uncrucified na- 
tionalism of its most popular Christian 
writer, Kanzo Uchimura, who said, “I 
love two J’s and no third; one is Jesus 
and the other is Japan. I do not know 
which I love more, Jesus or Japan.” 2 
As a result the Japanese Church has 
yet to experience revival blessing. No 
church at home or abroad can secure 
God’s favor if it persists in rendering to 
Caesar the things that are God’s alone. 

2. Organization—The structure of the 
missionary team is vital in meeting the 
problem of nationalism. The more in- 
terracial its composition and leadership 
and the more international its character, 
the more it will reflect the suprana- 
tional quality of the Christian Church. 
A bulletin of the Church Missionary 
Society from Malaya reported, “It is 
no accident that in CMS work in Ma- 
laya no factor has been more important 
for breaking down barriers and lead- 
ing to the first beginnings of a Chris- 
tian community in some of them, than 
the fact that the teams consisted of 
Chinese and Westerners who were able 
to say ‘we’ in a fashion that was quite 
unmistakable.” 3 

3. Methodology.—Indigenous ___ princi- 
ples are the order of the day. The old 
paternalism and the “hand-out” ap- 
proach of the nineteenth century, must 
be completely repudiated. Today all 
peoples want to be themselves, inde- 
pendent of all other nations, especially 
of the West. We should respect this. 
A missionary in the Philippines was 
approached by a local congregation for 
funds to build a church. He replied, 
“If I give you the money, you will have 
to say, ‘This is the building which the 
Americans gave us.’ If you build it 
yourself, you will be able to say, ‘This 
is the building the Lord gave us.’” 








They built their own church and be. 
came the stronger for doing so. 

4. Outreach.—Missionary methodol- 
ogy must go beyond the triad of evan- 
gelism, training, and church-planting. 
Since all races and peoples have a con- 
tribution to make to the glory of the 
Church, no national church should fail 
to have its own missionary outreach, 
All should be challenged to cross their 
cultural lines for the Lord’s sake and 
engage in foreign missionary work, 
Each local church should be instructed 
to express its missionary obedience 
through sending and supporting its own 
personnel. They will thereby enrich 
the total family of God. Today’s world, 
by its very nationalism, has developed 
the climate for making possible the 
completion of God’s great world-wide 
missionary purpose. Today Korean 
Christians are laboring in Thailand, 
Japanese evangelists are preaching in 
Okinawa, and Filipino teachers are go- 
ing to Indonesia. All these are but 
straws in the wind. What a good wind 
it is! 

(To be continued) 

1 Toynbee, Civilization By Trial, 


s Quotation from jones M. L. Youn 
Empires in Japan,” p. 48. The Young The Tm Press, 


Tokyo, 1958. 
arren. M.A.C. in C.M.S. News-Letter, No. 
179, January, 1956. 
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Our Father 


(Continued from page 364) 


on earth, the Lord Jesus did God’s will. 
I'd like you to look up a few verses 
that will show you what I mean. 
David, will you find John 6:38, and read 
it, please?” 

“For I came down from heaven, not 
to do mine own will, but the’ will of 
him that sent me,’” read David. 

“Good. Now, Mary, John 5:30, please; 
the last part of the verse.” 

“‘T seek not mine own will, but the 
will of the Father which hath sent 
me,’” read Mary. 

“So Jesus came to earth to do God's 
will, and while He was on earth, He 
sought God’s will, not His own,” ex- 
plained Miss MacDonald. “Now, one 
more verse: John 4:34, Rosemary.” 

“‘Jesus saith unto them, My meat is 
to do the will of him that sent me, and 
to finish his work,’” replied Rosemary. 

“Jesus was so anxious to do God's 
will that He said it was like His very 
food. His meat, His very life itself, 
consisted of one thing only: doing God's 
will,” replied Miss MacDonald. 

“Now, one last verse. There is just 
one place where Jesus speaks of willing 
or wanting something for Himself, and 
that is in John 17, verse 24. Jesus i8 
praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
and after telling God that He wants His 
will to be done, He tells Him one thing 
that He wants for Himself. Read it, 
Eric.” 

“Father, I will that they also, whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where 


I am; that they may behold my glory, 
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which thou hast given me: for thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the 
world,’” read Eric. 

“So when the Lord Jesus did ask 
for something for Himself, it was that 
we—you and I—might be with Him one 
day in Heaven, and share His glory,” 
said Miss MacDonald. “And of course, 
He knew that that was why God had 
sent Him to earth—to die for our sins 
that we might be forgiven and be 
brought into the fellowship of God’s 
love—be born and adopted into His 
very family. 

“Now, this has been a rather long in- 
troduction to our phrase from the Lord’s 
Prayer this morning, but do you see the 
connection?” 

The children nodded. 

“Jesus tells us to pray that God’s will 
might be done,” said Virginia, “But 
first He did the same thing Himself.” 

“That’s it exactly, Virginia. He isn’t 
asking us to do anything that He hasn’t 
done. That’s one thing to remember. 
The other thing is, He is teaching us 
that it is no use praying that God’s will 
may be done unless we are willing to 
do God’s will ourselves. Now God’s 
will for the Lord Jesus meant dying on 
the cross for us. That isn’t God’s will 
for us—only Jesus could do that. But 
God has a will for each of His children, 
and He wants us to seek to find out 
what it is, and then to do it. What are 
some of the things that are likely to 
be included in God’s will for us?” 

“Being honest and truthful and doing 
what is right,” said Carol at once. 

“Obeying our parents and teachers, 
and working hard at school,” said Mary. 

“Not giving in to temptation when 
somebody wants us to do something that 
we know we shouldn’t do,” said Rose- 
mary. 

“Not cheating in tests,” said Eric. 
“And not standing up for having all 
our arithmetic right when we only had 
part of it right.” 

“Going to Sunday school, and reading 
the Bible, and really praying to God, 
not just rhyming off prayers,” said Eliz- 
abeth. 

“Good for you, children,” said Miss 
MacDonald heartily. “You're all on the 
right track. God’s will for us is all of 
these things, and many, many other 
things like them. The Lord Jesus was 
able to say of Himself, ‘I do always the 
things that please Him,’ meaning, the 
things that please God; and that is 
God’s will for each one of us. We are 
to do the things that please God; to 
learn to be like the Lord Jesus Him- 
Self. And that’s a pretty tall order! 
It will keep us busy for the rest of our 
lives. But that is God’s will for His 
children.” 

“What about helping to tell others 
about Jesus—isn’t that part of His will 
for us?” asked Christopher. 

“Indeed it is. We must do God’s 
work in all its forms. We must pray 
for missionaries and God’s other serv- 
ants, and save our money and give 
part of it to be used to help spread 
God’s Word. As we get older, He may 
tall some of us to be His servants, to be 
ministers or missionaries or other Chris- 
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in Christ result in 
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For forty-eight years 
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end. Montrose is located in the 
northeastern part of Pennsylvania, eight miles off the famous Lackawanna Trail, 45 miles north of 
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tian workers; and if He does, we must 
be willing to go. Indeed we should be 
asking Him, even now, to lead us into 
the work where He most needs us to 
serve Him when we grow up; for you 
remember that David, Samuel, Joseph, 
Daniel, the little Syrian maid, and many 
others of God’s servants were called to 
serve Him when they were just chil- 
dren like you. We must find out what 
God wants us to do with our lives, and 
then do it. And the best way to find 
that out is simply to obey Him and do 
His will each day in all the little things, 
like those you yourselves were suggest- 
ing a minute ago.” 

“For Jesus, God’s will meant a lot of 
suffering,” said Christopher slowly. 
‘Does it always mean that for His 
children, too?” 

“Yes and no, Chris,” returned Miss 
MacDonald. “Yes, because it is never 
easy to do what is right. It always 
seems easier to do what is wrong. No, 
because in God’s will, no matter what 
price we may have to pay to find and 
follow it, is found our highest good, our 
only true joy and happiness. No one 
who belongs to God can ever be really 
happy doing anything else but God’s 
will.” 

“Then this third petition Godward 


378 (22) 


is like the other two,” observed Vir- 
ginia. “Jesus tells us to pray for His 
glory, and when we do, we find out that 
really we have been praying for our 
own highest good.” 

“There’s an interesting verse you can 
look up to prove that,” said Miss Mac- 
Donald. “It’s found way back near 
the end of the Bible, in the first letter 
of John, chapter 2, verse 17. Jesus’ be- 
loved disciple John was an old man 
then, and he had suffered much for 
Jesus’ sake. But read us what he has to 
say about doing the will of God, Peter.” 

“‘And the world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever,’” read 
Peter. “What does ‘lust thereof’ mean?” 

“The lust of the world means very 
much the same as the will of the world,” 
replied Miss MacDonald, “and here John 
tells us what happens to both of them. 
The will of the world, and the world it- 
self, will pass away. But what about 
the will of God?” 

“‘He that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever,’” read the children. 

“So when we pray for God’s will to 
be done on earth, and in us, we are in- 
deed praying for our highest, heavenly 
good,” replied the teacher. “Now, one 


last reference. This time it is in Daniel 


Who can find the right part?” 

The children read silently for a: 
moment. Then Carol’s' hand went up, 

“I think the part you want is, ‘He 
doeth according to his will in the army 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth: and none can stay his 
hand, or say unto him, What doest 
thou?’ ” 

“Good, Carol, that’s it!” agreed Miss 
MacDonald. 
his will in the army of heaven’ now; 
and the time is coming when He shall 
come in power and glory, and every- 
one on earth will have to submit to His 
will, whether they want to or not. How 
much better to he praying every day, 
‘Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven,’ and to be seeking to do His 
will in our own lives every day, and 
then be ready and watching with joy 
for that glorious day when His King- 
dom shall come! 

“Now, suppose we begin by bowing 
our heads and asking Him to help us to 
do His will today, right here in school, 
and then at home; and to teach us to 
do His will not only today, but for- 
ever!” 

So the children prayed, and then took 
out their books. They were very 
thoughtful. Their work was done espe- 
cially well that day, for they were truly 
trying to help God to make their 
prayers come true. 





Our Father in Heaven, we thank Thee 
that the Lord Jesus was willing to do 
Thy will, and to die on the cross for us. 
We ask Thee to help us to do Thy will, 
too—here at school, out in the school 
yard, at home, and everywhere we go. 
Teach us to seek and to find Thy will 
for our lives, and make us willing to do 
it. Help us to know that we can never 
do Thy will in the big things of life 
unless we practice obeying Thee in all 
the little things that we have to do each 
day. Make us strong to resist all wrong; 
and may we do Thy will each day on 
earth, and then serve Thee perfectly 
forever in Heaven. We ask it in Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

(To be continued) 





This series of articles on “The Lord’s 
Prayer” 6 E. Margaret Clarkson will be rr 
— in book form, in the summer of 196 
by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Gran 
Rapids 8, Mich., and permission to serialize 
— has been granted to The Sunday School 

‘imes. 


Trusting Christ but Doubting the 
Bible 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers 
will recall the excellent series of 
three articles published in the Times of 
November 19, 26, and December 3, writ- 
ten by Oliver W. Price, Th.M., and en- 
titled, “Can You Trust Christ and Doubt 
the Bible?” “Improving or Abandoning 
the Faith?” “Is the Bible True, but Not 
Essential?” 
‘These three articles have now been 
reprinted in a small pocket size booklet 
under the title “Can You Trust Christ 






—chapter 4, the last part of verse 38, 





“‘He doeth according to. 
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and Doubt the Bible?” Booklets may 
be had ‘from: Bible Lovers League, P. O. 
Box 9081, Oklahoma City 15, Okla. The 
cost is 10 cents for single copies; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty. 
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Except.as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


A Present Help. By Marie Monsen. 
(China Inland Mission, 237 West School 
Lane, Philadelphia 44; $1.10.) Bullets 
whistling overhead, robbers on river 
banks, brigands pounding on doors, 
marauding soldiers—these are the ac- 
companiments of the stories of divine 
deliverances experienced by Miss Mon- 
sen and her colleagues in China. Dur- 
ing one night of looting, four mysterious 
soldiers stood on guard at the mission 
compound so that the missionaries, 
Chinese Christians, and even heathen 
who had taken refuge there were not 
molested. All concluded they must 
have been angels. Another time, when 
a group of women were assembled for 
Bible study, the city was surrounded 
by bandits. So the women prayed all 
night, repeated Bible promises, and they 
were delivered. A few days later a 
sick woman was brought to them and 
was healed in answer to prayer. Once 
Miss Monsen was held by pirates for 
twenty-three days, and the account of 
her captivity and release was published 
in a dozen editions in eight countries, 
as a testimony to the fact that God is 
“a very present help in trouble.” She 
was the chief instrument in the hands 
of God in the revival that began in 
1927 and went through the churches in 
North China for the next ten years. 
In this book, first published in Nor- 
Wegian in 1959, she tells how God 
brought her through many dangers and 
prepared her for the work she was to 
do later. 

bs 


The Saved Live Without Sin? 
(Continued from page 358) 
as his personal Saviour, for a life of 
victory over sin’s power. However, at 
any moment, a believer may cease to 
trust Christ and slip into sin, and thus 
heed to confess his sin and be forgiven 
and restored (1 John 1:9). John makes 
the believer’s position clear when he 
Says, “These things write I unto you 
that ye sin not,” or “that ye need not 
sin.” But he immediately continues, 
“And if any man sin, we have an ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous: and he is the propitiation 
for our sins: and not for ours only, but 
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also for the sins of the whole world” 
(1 John 2:1, 2). God’s provision for 
the Christian is perfect, but his “old 
man” nature is never destroyed in this 
life and may, through failure to trust 
or to abide in Christ, reassert itself. 

In John’s First Epistle we also read, 
“Whosoever committeth sin trans- 
gresseth also the law” (3:4), and “He 
that committeth sin is of the devil” 
(v. 8). The thought here is not merely 
a slip or willful act, but rather the 
deliberate practice of sin. 

Paul’s experience, as recorded in Ro- 
mans 7 and 8, was an up-and-down one, 
for a time. He desired to do good, but 
found no way to overcome the evil 
nature that continually asserted itself 
until he recognized that the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus had made him free 
from the law of sin and death, and had 
enabled him to walk not after the flesh, 
or old nature, but after the Spirit. 

In the case of the man who was 
healed at the pool of Bethesda, he had 
not yet been filled with the Holy Spirit, 
in the sense that believers were filled 
at and after Pentecost. It is clear that 
for thirty-eight years he had been bear- 
ing in his body the results of some 
sin he had committed. With marvel- 
ous discernment the Lord Jesus looked 
into this man’s life and saw the cause 
of his condition, and solemnly warned 
him, now that he had been healed, not 
to repeat his earlier offense. 

















Daily Bible Re on the International 
Lessons, issued the ———— 
Sunday School , BF Committee 


May 15 to 21 


Mon.—Proverbs 6:6-11. 
The Sin of Laziness. 
“Sluggard” means a lazy person. But 
ants are not lazy; they are wonderful 
insects, providing for their needs ahead 
of time; and Solomon tells us to think 
of them and be ashamed of laziness. 
Early rising is a good habit and gives a 
person a good start on the day’s work. 
Many Bible characters were early 
risers. The two verses here about extra 
sleep and poverty have a spiritual ap- 
plication: those who miss their Bible 
reading and prayer because they do 
not get up early enough become poor 
spiritually. 


Tues. —Proverbs 24:24-34. 
The Vineyard of the Sluggard. 
See how many lessons you can find 
in these verses. Here are some: peo- 
ple respect a man who knows the dif- 
ference between right and wrong and 
is not ashamed to stand for the right. 
We need to prepare well for any work, 
especially for a building. . Be careful 
not to judge without knowing all the 
facts. Verse 29 is a warning against 
breaking the Golden Rule (Matt. 7:12). 
Weedy, thorny fields and broken walls 
show a careless owner. 
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especially for our own good and 
tection: do not be friendly wi 


man, that is, able to do many things, 
He could work in precious metals, 
jewels, fine woods, and evidently un- 
derstood embroidery and the mixing of 
incense and oils. Aholiab and some 
others were Bezaleel’s helpers, and all 
worked well together. Their skill and 
wisdom came from God. Like Stephen, 
they were “full of the Holy Ghost and 
wisdom” (Acts 6:2, 5); and like Barna- 
bas, separated for the work to which 
God had called them (Acts 13:2). 


Fri—1 Thessalonians 4:9-12. 
Work With Your Own Hands. 


Archbishop Ussher, in disguise, once 
visited Samuel Rutherford’s home in 
Anwoth. When Rutherford was ques- 
tioning the family after supper, he 
asked how many commandments there 
were. Ussher replied, “Eleven,” and 
then quoted the words of Christ in John 
13:34, giving the “new commandment” 
on love. Christ said others would know 
we are His disciples by our love one to 
another. Honest work is a great bless- 
ing and keeps us out of mischief. Obe- 
dience to the three commands in 1 — 
Thessalonians 4:11 helps greatly toward 
having peace of mind. if 


Sat—Acts 20:22-35. Helping the Weak. 
There are three outstanding lessons 
for us in this passage: (1) We should 
imitate Paul, who went forward in the 
way of the Lord, though he knew that 
much hardship lay ahead; (2) We 
should trust God’s grace and read His 
Word constantly in order to be built up 
in the faith. (3) It is good to earm 
enough so that we may be able to help 
others, and we can learn to be happier 
when we give than when we receive. 


Sun.—2 Thessalonians 3:6-16. 
Be Diligent. 
An associate editor once asked Dr. 
H. Clay Trumbull how he could decide 
whether to say Yes or No to invitations 
to outside work. Dr. Trumbull replied, 
“Do first the things you are paid to do, 
then the things you have promised t0 
do, then the things you would like t0 
do.” That is a safe rule and fits this 
passage. Christians ought to be the 
most orderly and self-disciplined peo 
ple. Work is better than talk, and too 

















much talk is dangerous (Prov. 10:19). 
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